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MINUTES OF THE BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Held at the Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

On Tuesday 31st May 2005 at 7.00p.m.

Present:

Cllr D Bolwell

Cllr M Bowen

Cllr A Craddock

Cllr V Landell Mills

Cllr P Leach (Chairman)

Cllr F Lewis

Cllr M Sandford

Cllr P Sutton

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Apologies:

Cllr J Feilding, Cllr P O’Callaghan and Cllr J Repton

16. Chris Corden

Chris Corden addressed the Town Council and sought approval and support for the setting up of an audio/visual archive of the town.  Mr. Corden is Vice-Chair of Governors at St. Laurence School and has a day job making documentary films. Mr. Corden explained that he was involved with the Festival project and in particular Home Front Recall for which lottery money is available. He advised that his aim was to create an archive for Bradford on Avon recording people and their memories both in films and photographs starting at the end of the 1800s when memories would be second hand. There was a slim possibility that a film if produced could be broadcast but it was more likely that DVDs would be produced and sold. With regard to funding the Heritage Lottery Fund would support the project providing that Wessex Archives is set up at the Trust. Mr. Corden advised that this would be the case but match funding was also required. In response to questions about cost Mr Corden replied that films would cost about £10,000 each and there was sufficient scope for three films. It was his intention to involve the schools. After further questions the conclusion of councillors was that the Council would be supportive but would very much like young people to be involved in the process.

17. Laura Humphries

Laura Humphries the new Police Community Support Officer introduced herself to the Town Council and explained that she had been actively in post now for two weeks and was pleased with the responses from the public. Councillors welcomed Laura in her new role and offered their own support if required.

18. Minutes
It was RESOLVED 

To agree that the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd May 2005 were a true record.

19. Matters arising from the 26th April 2005 and 3rd May 2005.

(i) Minute 260 (i) Tsunami disaster – Cllr Landell Mills reported that two events had been held since the last meeting, a table top sale and a benefit concert held at the Music Centre, where 50% of the money raised would be going to the schools project. £6,000 has been raised in total so far. 

She reported that the Hope Link Charity will be part of the bigger scheme of linking schools Articles of Association are currently being drawn up and minutes will be available at the council offices.

(ii) Minute 260 (ii) Use of the Tithe Barn – The notes of the meeting with English Heritage held on 6th May had been circulated. It was

RESOLVED: To note the report and in particular that Colin Johns would talk with Niall Morrissey from English Heritage with a view to making a design proposal and that English Heritage would help by setting the parameters within which the scheme would have to be designed.

(iii) Minute 260 (iii) Economic Development of the Town – Minutes of the meeting held on the 23rd May had been circulated. Cllr Sutton added that the initial tasks of the group in line with the Draft Community Plan were to reverse the trend for dormitorisation of the town and to achieve acceptance of the towns economic aspirations from West Wilts District Council, so that they form a clear part of the frame work in which planning applications are considered.  He advised that subsequent to the meeting it was thought that Cllr Jeff Osborn the Portfolio holder for Planning and Economic Development should be invited to the next meeting on the 23rd June at 4p.m. Cllr Sutton added that this would a long-term process and unlikely to have an immediate impact on for example, the solutions for the Tourism Association.  Cllr Bowen added that he would be visiting the Calne Development Trust Project and would report back to the next meeting.

(iv)        Minute 260 (vi) Community Plan – Cllr Hewson was not present and no report  

had been submitted.

(v) Minute 260 (vii) Bradford on Avon Hospital – Cllr Landell Mills reported that an assembly had been called by the Primary Care Trust who were looking at all its services and were conducting a programme of engagement with the public as part of its review. The Bradford on Avon Group had also had held a meeting and realised that there were to be no early changes.  The minutes of the Health Group meeting will be sent to the Town Council office and a letter from the Project Group will be going to local organisations.

(vi) Minute 260 (viii) The Standards Board for England Consultation on the Code of Conduct – Cllr Bowen reported that due personal commitments he had been unable to co-ordinate the comments but would do so and circulate them to all councillors before the deadline.  

(vii) Minute 11 
RESOLVED: To add Pub Watch to the List of Outside Organisations and for Cllr Bowen to be the representative for 2005/6.

20. Declarations of interest – none

21.
Members of the Public to address the Council
Mrs Maundrall addressed the Council about the problems of anti social behaviour in the town.  Cllr Bowen advised that an identity card was being introduced for young people called validate. Cllr Craddock expressed the view that this had not worked in the school in which she worked and there was a general discussion about the use of identity cards.

22.
Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that he had:

· met with Police Inspector Gary Porter and discussed the problem of staffing hours.

· met with James Colquhoun about the possibility of establishing a Youth Council and had now agreed to attend the next school council meeting.

· attended the Lions Fun Day and met with David Hempleman Adams.

· attended the Service in celebration of St. Adlhelms.

· met with David Hewell, Youth Officer at WCC and Phil Morgan about the Youth Council idea.

· attended the West Wilts District Council’s Scrutiny Committee on youth.

· had a meeting with Mark Judge from Taylor Woodrow and Cathy Green who is dealing with the ‘open book’ exercise in connection with social housing for WWDC and progress appears to be made in this direction.

· was arranging for the Town Council to host a Civic Reception in September for Slovenian and Hungarian representative of the English Historic Towns Forum.

· attended the West Wilts Local Strategic Partnership Conference to be reported later in the agenda.

23. Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the decisions taken with delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned Committees and Working Groups were noted:

Planning Committee



12th April 2005

Planning Committee



3rd May 2005

Planning Committee 



10th May 2005

Highways and Transport Committee

17th May 2005 

24. St. Margaret’s Hall

(a) Builder - It was RESOLVED to note that the builder who had carried out the toilet renovation had unfortunately gone into liquidation.

(b) Alcohol licence – User Charges 

It was agreed that the proposed charges for users operating under the Justices Licence now held by David Pressler were to be approved (see attached form).


(c) Premises and Personal licence

It was RESOLVED to note that the Clerk had now completed the application form for the Premises and Personal licence applications and for these to be forwarded to the District Council without reference to a consultant.

25. Draft Air Quality Action Plan

Draft comments from the Highways and Transport Committee, which met on 17th May 2005, had been circulated for comment. Some revisions were made and the new draft was circulated at the meeting. It was

RESOLVED: To agree the revised draft and send comments to West Wilts District Council.

26. Community Use of the Vaults Kingston Mills

It was RESOLVED to agree the date of the Working Group should be Tuesday 14th June at 6.00p.m.  The Clerk reported that she had received a reply from Charles Whateley advising that in principle the upper floor of the vaults could be made available for community use but terms and conditions could not be clarified at this stage.

27. West Wiltshire Local Strategic Partnership Conference

The Clerk reported that the conference was well attended and that the main purpose was an analysis of positive and negative aspects of Community Planning to date. She reported that Chief Inspector Amanda Everley had conducted a role play interviewing a supposed offender and making the point that partners should all work together using shared information to save valuable funds.  Cllr Lewis expressed the view that the voluntary organisations were not sufficiently represented.  The West Wilts Community Strategy was circulated and the Clerk reminded members that the representatives on the West Wilts Local Strategic Board representing the Bradford on Avon Community Area Co-Ordinating Group was John Allison from Winsley Parish Council.

28. Office Software Update

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk update software from Windows 98 to Windows XP and to purchase automatic back up software for the total sum of £263.49.

29. Administration of Allotment Sites Bradford on Avon

A letter had been received from John Earney at West Wilts District Council asking if the Town Council might be interested in taking over control and administration of twelve allotment plots in Frome Road and 8 plots at the Shoulder of Mutton. Further details had been obtained and it was established that the total income for both sites was £330. No allotments were currently vacant and the only maintenance contract in existence was hedge cutting at the Shoulder of Mutton twice a year. The Clerk reported that she had asked the question what would happen to the allotments if the Town Council did not take them on and she had been advised that they would remain with the District Council.  After some discussion it was

RESOLVED: That due to the additional administration commitments the Town Council would not take the allotments on at this stage. It should be made clear to the District Council that should there ever be any possibility of the allotments sites being sold, the Town Council would then wish to take them over, as they have a statutory duty to provide allotments if there is a demand.

30. Community Planning

It was noted that on Monday 20th June at 7.00p.m. at St. Margaret’s Hall there will be a meeting of the ‘Wider’ Community Planning Group to discuss the Draft Community Plan and the Air Quality Plan. It was further noted that a draft list of potential projects had been produced by Phil Morgan from the Draft Community Plan and this had been emailed to all members.

31. Correspondence for Consideration

	1)
	Wiltshire County Council
	Emergency Rest Centre

	
	Request for suggestions for suitable venues for short term shelter ( approx 5 hours) in emergency situations 
	RESOLVED: To reply offering the use of St. Margaret’s Hall and the Frome Road cricket pavilion but to also ask how the Council would be reimbursed for costs.

	
	
	

	2)
	Goughs Solicitors
	Blagden Stores Trowbridge Road

	
	Transfer of licence application from Anne Hodgson. Transfer session at Chippenham Courthouse on 7th June @10.00am
	RESOLVED: No objection.

	
	
	

	3)
	Community First
	Membership 2005-06

	
	Invitation for membership at a cost of £32
	RESOLVED: To apply for membership at a 

	
	
	cost of £32.

	4)
	Sgt Mark Rees Wiltshire Constabulary
	Crime statistics for April 2005

	
	Information about reported crime in the month
	RESOLVED: To note the crime statistics but 

	
	
	Ask Sgt Rees for more information about the location of the crime

	5)
	WALC
	County Circular May 05

	
	Copy enclosed
	RESOLVED: To note

	
	
	

	6)
	National Joint Council for Local Governmnet Services
	NJC Car Allowances

	
	Details of new allowances noting the level agreed by the Town Council at the lowest cc being 38.7p per mile
	RESOLVED: To note

	
	
	

	7)
	SMB Licensing
	The Bear, Silver Street

	
	Transfer of licence application from Philip Reid and Steven Frederick Charles Parfitt. Transfer session at Chippenham Courthouse on 7th June 
	RESOLVED:  No objection

	
	
	

	8)
	WWDC Licensing Officer
	Public Entertainment Licence Tribute Bands, The Beehive Field Trowbridge Road. 1st & 2nd July 2005

	
	Public Entertainment licence requested by Julian Bloodworth. Estmated attendance 500. Marquee and mobile food trailer
	RESOLVED: No objection

	
	
	

	9)
	WCC Leo Wirtz
	Practical Days at Barton Farm Country Park

	
	Next practical day will be on 11th June
	RESOLVED: To note

	
	
	

	10)
	John Ward Chairman of Bradford on Avon Tourism Association
	Future Strategy

	
	Awaiting direction in the context of the Town Strategy. (copy enclosed)
	RESOLVED: To reply clarifying the position of the working group and advising that the Tourism Association in Bradford on Avon was valued and well supported but needed to justify itself and should not depend on others to do so. Cllr Bowen to see the draft letter before it is sent out.

	
	
	

	11)
	NALC
	Consultation on the Review of NALC larger council’s committee

	
	This was emailed to members on 23rd May. Hard copy available on request
	RESOLVED: To accept the change in classification of larger councils.

	
	
	

	12)
	Bradford on Avon Film Society
	List of films for sponsorship

	
	To note that the clerk has reserved provisionally for Town Council sponsorship, The Merchant of Venice to be shown in 23/09/05 as it will be the beginning of Festival week. ( cost £50)
	RESOLVED: To agree sponsorship of £50 for the film The Merchant of Venice to be shown on 23rd September 2005.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	13)
	Bradford on Avon & District French Twinning Association
	Support to the French Twinning Association

	
	Thanks for financial support but  asking for Town Council representative to attend meetings
	Cllr Craddock advised that due to work commitments she would no longer be able to represent the Town Council. The Chairman agreed to attend the next meeting and explain that the council gave full support to the French Twinning Association but could not at the moment offer a regular representative.


32.  
Correspondence to note


       
It was RESOLVED that the correspondence as listed should be noted.

33.
Reports
(i) Cllr Bowen reported that the final arrangements for the young peoples Poland trip at the end of August are now taking shape.  He further reported that he had attended the Rugby Club to represent the Town Council during the visit from the twinning town of Sully sur Loire and had received a flag. He also reported that he was hoping to produce a flag for use by the Town Council at the West Wilts Show and elsewhere.

(ii) Cllr Bolwell reported that due to a job move he would be away for six weeks but would aim to keep in touch.

(iii) Cllr Sandford reported that he had been involved with discussions to open a new drop in centre at The Black Cat for young people, hosted by the United Reformed Church. He also reported that the football club had moved up to the new league and there was likely to be more demand on the venue by way of fixtures.

(iv) Cllr Craddock reported that during the Lions Fun Day the traffic by the Canal Bridge highlighted how dangerous the road was and she asked for further consideration to be given to a crossing. It was agreed that although this had been discussed previously it would be passed back to the Highways and Transport Committee.

(v) The Clerk reported that a request had been made for the Town Council to accept a work experience person for the week commencing the 17th October 2005. It was agreed that this would be a good idea.

(vi) The Clerk further reported with regard to the proposed land on Tory that the owner of the neighbouring property, Patrick Ladd, had advised her that he would now be moving away and would not wish to take on the maintenance of the land. The Clerk reported that she had spoken with the Chairman of this Working Group Councillor Feilding who felt that the land should not now be pursued.  After some discussion it was generally felt that it would be advantageous for the Council to have control over this land and that alternative arrangements be considered for its maintenance.

34.
Accounts for payment

RESOLVED: That having been checked by Cllr Paul O’Callaghan invoices and direct payments amounting to £22,266.47 + VAT and payroll amounting to £7,357.15 be approved.

To consider a motion 
RESOLVED: Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff matters now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.30.p.m. 

Full Council Minutes 31.5.05


