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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, 

Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 29th May 2007 at 7pm

Present

Town Council

Cllr Sheila Allen

Cllr Gwen Allison

Cllr Linda Coggan

Cllr Simon Fisher

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills (Chairman)

Cllr Peter Leach

Cllr Isabel Martindale

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Paul Skidmore

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Apologies


Cllr David Bolwell, Cllr Alison Craddock, Cllr Malcolm Hewson 

18. 
Minutes
It was RESOLVED to agree that the minutes of the meeting held on 15th May 2007 were a correct record. 

19.
Declarations of interest

There were no declarations of interest.

20. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes

1. Minute 6 Register of Members’ Interests. The Clerk reported that these had now all been received and were ready to be dispatched to the Monitoring Officer, Mr Tim Darsley at West Wiltshire District Council.

2. Minute 12 Standards Board Representative
It was RESOLVED to agree that Councillor Leach should remain as the Standards Board Representative whilst he was required.

3. Minute 16 I) St Margaret’s Hall Windows
It was noted that the letter circulated to all members by three local residents and informally discussed at the last meeting was received by the Clerk on the 15th May.  The Clerk reported that she had circulated an information pack containing various items of correspondence and consultation relating to the windows.  She reported that the building work was now half completed and that the programme was going according to plan.  In reply to a query from a member, the Chairman confirmed that membership of the St. Margaret’s Hall Working Group was agreed by that group and could be discussed at the next meeting.

4. Minute 16 iii) Youth Council grant from the Wiltshire Youth Opportunities Fund for Bike Ramps.  It was noted that the £5,000 grant had been claimed by the Clerk for the Town Council to hold on behalf of the Youth Council.

21.
Membership on outside bodies

The Clerk advised that an email had been received from the Clerk and Trustees to the Lords Fitzmaurice Trust Educational Foundation explaining that only one representative could be nominated from the Town Council.  Councillor Coggan and Councillor Craddock had been nominated and Councillor Coggan agreed to contact Councillor Craddock to decide who should go forward as the representative and attend the next meeting on the 3rd July.

The meeting was adjourned and standing orders suspended to accept questions or comments from members of the public.

Ben Hobbs, the new owner of the Bradford on Avon Canal Wharf spoke to introduce himself to the Council and explain his proposals for running a business selling ice creams and soft drinks from a boat on the canal between Bradford on Avon and Avoncliffe.

John Seekings and Trevor Tees spoke with regard to their opinions of the work being carried out on the ground floor windows of St. Margaret’s Hall and also with regard to future consultation on major projects proposed for St. Margaret’s Hall. 

22.
Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that she had attended the Lions Fun Day on Bank Holiday Monday which appeared to go well despite the inclement weather.

The Climate Friendly agenda 

The Chairman discussed the possibility of climate friendly projects being part of the Riverside & Public Areas Working Group agenda.  It was RESOLVED that Councillor Landell Mills should attend the meeting on the 15th June 2007 and that an item be on the next Town Council agenda to consider including her as a member of that group.  It was also agreed that the possibility of progressing climate friendly projects would be discussed at the next Working Group meeting.

 
23.
Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the undermentioned committees and working groups were noted.

Planning & Town Development Committee

1st May 2007

Planning & Town Development Committee

22nd May 2007

24. Finance & General Purposes Committee

a) Committee Membership.  It was RESOLVED to agree to amend the membership of this group to accommodate representation from both political parties.  It was RESOLVED to amend the terms of reference to accommodate this.  It was further RESOLVED that Councillor Sheila Allen should become a member of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.

b) Delegated Decisions  It was RESOLVED to ratify the decision taken by the Clerk under delegated powers to replace the worn steel core combination rope on the play equipment in the Victory Field at a cost of £440.  

25. Community Planning

i) Bradford on Avon Community Area Partnership Co-ordinating Group
The minutes of the meeting held on the 12th March 2007 had been circulated and it was noted that the next meeting would be on the 11th June 2007 and that all members should make an effort to attend if possible.

ii)  
Wiltshire Forum of Community Area Partnerships

It was noted that a meeting had been held on Saturday 12th May in Devizes to consider the impact of Wiltshire County Council’s proposed changes on Community Area Partnerships.  The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Michael Bowen, the Bradford on Avon Community Partnership representative advising that it was recommended that a paper outlining the potential structure of Community Partnerships and the working arrangements with Area Boards should be prepared that this should be discussed at the next meeting on the 11th July.

iii)
West Wiltshire Local Strategic Partnership
Details had been circulated of the annual meeting to be held on Wednesday, 13th June 2007 at 5pm at the Civic Hall in Trowbridge.  It was RESOLVED that Councillor Martindale would attend.

26. The West Wilts Show 2007

i) A list of proposals and costs or budgeted costs for the West Wilts Show supplied by the Working Group was circulated with the Agenda and it was RESOLVED to agree all expenditure on the list and to give delegated powers to the officers of the Town Council to make further arrangements within the budget limits of £9,000 plus anticipated income from stallholders of £1,340 totalling £10,340.  It was further agreed that a rota should be drawn up for members to assist with manning the Town Council stand at the West Wilts Show which would take place on the 26th, 27th and 28th July.

27.
Revised Code of Conduct

i) Copies of the revised model code of conduct from the Department of Communities & Local Government had been circulated and after some discussion it was RESOLVED that this would be considered for adoption at the next Town Council meeting.  The Clerk explained that there was an option which was not mandatory but should be considered for inclusion which relaxed the rules governing the participation of members at certain meetings when their prejudicial interest would, under the former Code of Conduct, have excluded them from making representations on the matter where the interest had arisen.

ii) It was noted that details of a one day NALC conference with regard to Code of Conduct to be held on 19th July 2007 in Birmingham was considered but no members wished to attend.

28. Correspondence for Consideration

	1
	Ben Hobbs Bradford Wharf Co.Ltd
	Support requested for selling ice creams from boat on the canal

	
	British Waterways have advised Mr Hobbs to seek Town Council support
	It was RESOLVED to send a letter of support for the venture to Mr. Hobbs

	2
	WALC
	New Councillor Training 2nd June 2007 @ Calne Town Hall 9.30am to 3.30pm

	
	To ratify Clerk’s decision under delegated powers for attendance of new councillors: Allen, Allison,Skidmore, Fisher and Martindale at the training meetings at a cost of £30 plus VAT per member
	It was RESOLVED to agree the attendance of 5 new members on the training course.

	3
	WALC
	County Circular April 2007

	
	Copy enclosed
	Noted.

	
	
	

	4
	Leo Wirtz Senior Countryside Ranger WCC
	Conservation Volunteers in the Country Park

	
	Two dates for activities Sat 9th June 9.30am to 12.30pm and Saturday 14th July 9.30am to 12.30pm
	Noted.


29. 
Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted. 

30. 
District and County Council Reports

Councillor Martindale reported that she was concerned about the unitary proposal.  It was agreed that the Clerk should distribute the Town Council’s comments with regard to the unitary proposal to all Councillors by way of information.

Councillor Repton reported that she had attended the first full council meeting of West Wiltshire District Council where there is now a Conservative majority with new portfolio holders.  She further reported that she was pursuing the question regarding Historic Building Joint Committee fund held by West Wiltshire District Council.

In reply to a question, Councillor Repton confirmed that 3 Bradford on Avon Town and District Council members were now on the District Council Planning Committee.

31. Reports

Councillor Skidmore asked the question how families were chosen to live in social housing in Bradford on Avon and he was referred to the District Council portfolio holder for housing, Virginia Fortescue.

Councillor Martindale reported that Senior Citizens Forum were currently concerned at the number of single seniors with no family support suffering from depression and was hoping to find a way to identify and offer assistance to such people.  She reported that the next meeting of the Senior Citizens Forum was concentrating on Alzheimer’s and would take place on the 5th June at 2.30pm in St. Margaret’s Hall.

The Clerk reported that the cricket pavilion had been vandalised in the previous week causing substantial damage to door frames and to the roof.  The pavilion had needed a thorough cleaning.

32.
Accounts for Payment

A list of the accounts had been circulated by the Clerk and it was RESOLVED that having been checked by Councillor Sheila Allen invoices and direct payments amounting to £17,146.21 plus VAT and payroll amounting to £8,268.39 be approved.

33.     
Confidential Matters

It was RESOLVED under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff matters now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

34.       Private Minute

Cycle/Footbridge Tender Interviews

The meeting closed at 9p.m.

JEF – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 29-05-2007


