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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

On Tuesday 28th November 2006 at 7.00p.m.

Present

Town Council

Cllr Michael Bowen

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills

Cllr Peter Leach (Chairman)

Cllr Fran Lewis

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Martin Sandford

Cllr Philip Sutton

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Members of the public

Mr. Ali Hadavi

Apologies

Cllr David Bolwell, Cllr Jocelyn Feilding and Cllr Paul O’Callaghan.

Absent

Cllr Alison Craddock 

136. Minutes

It was RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 31st October 2006 were a correct record.

137.   Declarations of interest

          There were none.

138.  Matters Arising from the Minutes

a. Minute 121 (i) Treatment Centre for Wiltshire

The response to our letter of the 31st August 2006 from Nicholas Gillard, Director of Planning and Partnerships at West Wiltshire PCT dated 25th October 2006 had been circulated. It was RESOLVED that no further action should be taken.

b. Minute 124 (b) The Vaults

It was noted that the next Working Group meeting would be held on Wednesday 6th December 2006 at 7p.m.

c. Minute 128 Sustainable Strategy for Wiltshire

It was noted that comments made by councillors had now been sent to Wiltshire County Council.

d. Minute 132 (5) Wiltshire Police

The Clerk reported that a reply had now been received from Chief Inspector Nick Ashley advising that by April 2008 Bradford on Avon will have three Police Community Support Officers.

The meeting was adjourned and standing orders suspended to accept questions or comments from members of the public. Mr. Ali Hadavi addressed the Town Council about his difficulty in letting a commercial property on Frome Road previously known as the MPC Data building and asked for suggestions in marketing the property or attracting businesses or alternative uses.

The meeting reconvened.

139. Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that he had attended a meeting of the West Wilts Rail Users Group. He had attended the service for Remembrance Sunday. He had attended a Chamber of Commerce meeting.  He had attended a meeting with a representative from Wessex Association of Chambers of Commerce.

140. Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the undermentioned committees and working groups were noted.

Planning and Town Development Committee 


 7th November 2006

Town Management Committee



            14th November 2006

Planning and Town Development Committee

            21st November 2006

141. Town Management Committee matters referred – Shared Space

The Chairman expressed a desire to see part of Market Street closed on a regular basis during the summer perhaps at weekends only. This may involve designating the surface differently. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk and Cllr Bowen should compose a letter to Wiltshire County Council from the Town Management Group outlining this suggestion.

142. Internal Audit 2006/07

The report from Mrs Diana Lindsey had been circulated and it was RESOLVED to note that no issues had been raised. The Chairman asked the Clerk to report and record the appreciation of officer’s input to achieve a clear audit report.

143. Budget 2007/08

The draft 3 budget had been circulated. The Clerk asked for 3 amendments to be made. Two relating to water bills as she had received a letter advising that water bills were expected to rise by up to 15% and therefore proposed that the water rates budget for the office to be increased to £192.00 and for St. Margaret’s Hall to be increased to £287.00. She further reported that she had attended a meeting at West Wilts District Council and had obtained estimates for the cost of an election. The worst case scenario being £11,500.00. She therefore suggested that the budget of £5,000.00 be increased to £10,000.00 this was agreed. The budget in general was discussed and it agreed that some reduction should be made. There was some argument about the acceptable level of increase but also an acceptance that the Town Council were proposing to carry out projects, which should be the responsibility of other Councils but in the present financial climate would not be carried out. It was RESOLVED that the agreement of a final budget be deferred until the December council meeting and that the Finance and General Purposes Committee should aim to present a budget of up to 20% increase. The following suggestions were made for reductions to remove the item relating to the PCSO in the sum of £12,132.00. Remove the proposal for lighting the skateboard park in the sum of £5,000.00. Reducing the Arts and Festival Grants by £2,000.00 to £5,000.00. Reducing the dropped kerb budget by £5,000.00 to £5,000.00. Members were asked to email the Clerk with any other suggestions by the 4th December 2006 in time for the Finance and General Purposes Committee on the 5th December 2006. The proposal to aim for a 20% increase was voted with all but one in favour and one abstention.

144. VAT advice

The Clerk had circulated an email from the VAT consultant advising that his advice was likely to be for the Town Council to register for VAT and opt to tax the hall. The full report should be available before the next meeting. It was therefore RESOLVED to defer discussion until the report had been received. 

145. Newsletters
(a) Newsletter February 2007
It was noted that articles must be sent to the Clerk by the 8th December 2006 being between 100 to 200 words. It was RESOLVED to accept the quote from the printer for 6,000 newsletters in the sum of £702.00.

(b) Joint Council Tax Leaflet
It was RESOLVED to agree to a two-page entry in the joint council tax leaflet.

146. Shredder

It was RESOLVED to ratify the Clerk’s purchase of a shredder for confidential waste in the sum of £69.99.

147.   Youth Council Funding

It was RESOLVED to agree a grant to the Youth Council of £250.00 towards their Cinema Project and £1,000 for their Bike Track Project subject to receipt of external funding.

148.   Correspondence for Consideration
	1)
	WALC
	News Circular 

	
	November 2006 (copy enclosed)
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	
	
	

	2)
	WALC
	The Local Government White Paper- Strong and Prosperous Communities

	
	Key points (copy enclosed)
	

	
	
	RESOLVED: Noted. Also to note letter from Wiltshire County Council regarding the white paper and dates of meetings between the 8th and 11th January 2007 where the County Council’s proposals with regard to a Unitary Authority would be considered. This item to be placed on the next Town Council agenda for further discussion.

	3)
	Community Arts Training in North Wiltshire
	4 day course in March 2007

	
	To consider attendance of the Clerk on this subsidised course for a fee of £35 in connection with Summer use of St Margaret’s Hall
	RESOLVED to agree the Clerk’s attendance subject to availability.

	
	
	

	4)
	Society of Local Council Clerks SW Regional Conference
	8th December Bristol

	
	To consider Clerk’s attendance (£40) and the attendance of any members (£55)
	RESOLVED To agree the Clerk’s attendance in the sum of £40

	5)
	Bradford on Avon German Twinning Association
	Grant request

	
	Request for £500 grant to help with financial costs of the twinning visit of Norden to Bradford in July 2007.
	RESOLVED To agree the grant of £500

	6)
	NALC – Shaping Communities Conference

13th February 2007 Cost £129.25 to be held Hotel Russell, Russell Square, London.
	Conference invitation

RESOLVED that any members interested in attending should contact the Clerk.

	7)
	Letter from Wiltshire County Council dated 21st November 2006 regarding the strengthening of Hilperton Staverton Railway Bridge
	RESOLVED to write to Wiltshire County Council asking for large signs to be erected making the weight limit clear on the Town Bridge and also to write to the Police advising them that additional policing would be required to enforce the bridge weight limit.

	8) 
	Letter dated 20th November 2006 from West Wiltshire District Council Christmas and New Year refuse collection. 
	This was circulated to all members and it was RESOLVED to note.

	9)
	Correspondence from West Wiltshire District Council. Meeting to consider the future of health provision in Wiltshire.
	RESOLVED: It was resolved that Cllr Landell Mills would attend on behalf of the Council.


There was some further discussion about health provision and Cllr Bowen and Cllr Landell Mills reported on meetings attended on Monday and Tuesday regarding the financial state of the PCT and way ahead. Cllr Landell Mills reported that a further PCT meeting will be held on January 16th 2007. She further reported that at least thirty expressions of interest had now been received for the hospital site and Berryfield Project Group had held a presentation with their proposals. She hoped that the proposal hit all the right buttons. The Chairman confirmed that thirty-six expressions of interest had now been made and it was hoped that a short list will have been made by the 6th December 2006.

149. Correspondence to note

       The correspondence as listed was noted.

150. Christmas Opening Hours

        It was RESOLVED to agree Christmas opening hours for the office as follows:-

        Monday 25th December 

Closed (Christmas Day)

        Tuesday 26th December

Closed (Boxing Day)

        Wednesday 27th December
Closed (additional statutory day)

        Thursday 28th December
Closed (additional statutory day)

        Friday 29th December

Open 9.00- 12.00 (skeleton staff)

        Monday 1st January

Closed (New Years Day)

151. Reports

(i) Cllr Repton reported that the two houses that had been improved on Woolley Terrace were not let and the garden had not been tidied up. It was likely that another enforcement order would be issued.

(ii) Cllr Bowen reported that he had attended meetings of the Chamber of Commerce, Tourist Information Centre, Bradford on Avon Community Area Partnerships, a health presentation by the Berryfield Project Group. A meeting of the Wiltshire Forum of Community Area Partnerships and the West Wilts PCT meeting in Devizes.

(iii) Cllr Sandford confirmed his new email address.

152. Accounts for Payment

It was RESOLVED that having been checked by Councillor Fran Lewis invoices and direct payments amounting to £6,763.23 + VAT and payroll amounting to £8067.48 be approved.

To Consider a Motion
It was RESOLVED , under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, by reason of the confidential nature of staff matters now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting

Confidential minute 

153. Payment of lieu hours to Assistant Town Clerk

It was RESOLVED to pay 27½ hours of lieu time accrued.

The meeting closed at 9.00p.m.

SHB – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 28-11-06


