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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

             Held at The Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street,





Bradford on Avon




On Tuesday 28th August 2007 at 7pm
Present

Town Council

Cllr Gwen Allison

Cllr David Bolwell

Cllr Linda Coggan

Cllr Alison Craddock

Cllr Simon Fisher

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills (Chairman)

Cllr Peter Leach

Cllr Isabel Martindale

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Paul Skidmore

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Others present

John Cottle from Friends of Bradford on Avon Community Health Care

Mr & Mrs Bennet from Barton Farm

Apologies

Cllr Sheila Allen

John Cottle addressed the Town Council regarding the proposed plans for the Bradford on Avon Hospital. He advised that there would be a presentation for councillors and interested stakeholders in the Town Council Offices at St Margaret’s Hall on 19th September when Future Heritage would be present.  There will be a further public meeting in St. Margaret’s Hall on 27th September. He advised the contract for the hospital site had not yet been signed. It was proposed that there would be a healthcare facility on the site but unlikely now to be  ‘early years’ provision’. The Developer, Future Heritage had been having regular meetings with the planners in Trowbridge and details were still being negotiated. He asked if the Town Council would be prepared for the council office address to be used in connection with the freehold of the property? The Chairman thanked John Cottle for attending the meeting.

75. Minutes

It was agreed to approve the minutes held on the 31st July 2007 with a spelling alteration to minute 58.  the name Dave Walden.

76.
Declaration of interests - none

77.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

1.  Minute 67 Kingston Mills
It was noted that Simon Gait from Linden Homes had agreed to attend the Planning and Town Development Committee on the 18th September to discuss more detail and include the footbridge and the Vaults.  The Chairman advised that there had been a further stakeholder meeting last week and Linden Homes were attending regular meetings with the Planning Officer, Christine Caistor.

The meeting was adjourned and standing orders suspended to accept comments and questions from members of the public.

1. John Cottle expressed concern that his wife who used an electric wheelchair could not get access through the bollards at Rosemary Walk. He had spoken to the Highways Department who advised the bollards were within national guidelines.  Cllr Hewson confirmed this. The Chairman reminded the councillors that the Town Council had arranged for the installation of these bollards to prevent cyclists speeding along causing danger to pedestrians. It was agreed that the best course of action would be to ask an officer from Wiltshire county Council to meet Mr Cottle on site to discuss the problem.

2. Jim Bennett a resident of Barton Farm spoke in connection with the inappropriateness of the proposed I-Play system at Barton Farm due to this location in a quiet country park. Councillor Hewson declared a personal interest in connection with Mr and Mrs Bennett.

78. Chairman’s Announcements


The Chairman announced that unfortunately John Riding a former Chairman of the Licensed Victuallers’ Association had died last week and his funeral would be on the 3rd September at 4.00p.m. at Semington. Several councillors expressed their desire to attend the funeral in acknowledgement of Mr Riding’s contribution to the town.

The Chairman announced that she had chaired a Health Focus Group on 8th August for patients to report back on their experience of the health services and patients generally appeared to be well satisfied.

The Chairman also reported that she attended the Lions Art Exhibition to assist with the judging and was pleased with high standard of the exhibition.

79. Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the undermentioned committees and working groups were noted.

Planning & Town Development Committee    24th July 2007 

Planning & Town Development Committee    7th August 2007

80. Bradford on Avon Hospital Site 

It was RESOLVED to agree that the Town Council address could be used in connection with the Bradford on Avon Hospital Development.

81. I-Play (Intelligent Play) equipment proposed by WWDC for Bradford on Avon
Details of the I-Play equipment were circulated. A letter from Mr and Mrs Bennett of Barton Farm was noted, as was the response from Lucy Murray Brown of West Wiltshire District Council. The list of possible locations were considered in detail and it was noted that Lucy Murray Brown favoured Bearfield Play Park. After some discussion it was RESOLVED to welcome the lottery bid for the play equipment to be provided in the town but reply that neither Bearfield nor Barton Farm would be suitable. Barton Farm due to the quiet nature of the country park and Bearfield due to the fact that young children predominantly use the park and teenage facilities would not be compatible with the existing equipment. It was RESOLVED that Poulton Park would be preferable as it would be compatible with the existing skateboard park.

82. Wiltshire as a Unitary Authority
It was noted that holding replies regarding our letters to the other towns had been received from Warminster and Melksham in connection with working together to provide services in an efficient way. It was agreed that letters should also be sent to the other towns in Wiltshire to investigate possibilities for joint working with all towns.

It was RESOLVED that letters should be sent to Dr Robinson at Wiltshire County Council and Andrew Pate at West Wiltshire District Council advising that the Town Council would be keen to consider taking over responsibility for public spaces including the parks and car parks and street cleaning. The letter to the County Council to include concern that matters relating to refuse and development control must be retained locally.

83. St Margaret’s Hall – Progression of phase 2 for opening up three upper windows and       

       Stage/Seating Feasibility

The Clerk advised that quotations had been received from Hetreed Ross both based on standard hourly rates as recommended by the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

Design, tender and supervision works with replacement of upper windows £3,170.00 plus expenses and plus VAT. 

Feasibility for stage seating improvements to St. Margaret’s Hall £2,960.00 plus drawings of £653.00 totalling £3,613.00 plus VAT. 

It was RESOLVED that in view of the fact that:

architectural fees were based on hourly rates as recommended by RIBA; that Hetreed Ross had already carried out surveys and architectural work on St. Margaret’s Hall and knew the building well; that Hetreed Ross had experience in architectural for the RondoTheatre and were therefore well placed for proposals in connection with the stage and the seating; that they understood the philosophy behind running of the building and were sympathetic to the architecture; that no further quotes should be obtained and that both quotes should be accepted and Hetreed Ross be instructed immediately for both items. 

The Clerk advised that she had submitted a bid to COMMA the Community Aggregates Fund to cover both the cost of the replacement windows and the feasibility study. However, if this was not successful the money had been budgeted and was put by to cover the cost of this work.

84. Licensing Policy

The revised policy from West Wiltshire District Council under the Licensing Act 2003 had been received. It was agreed to ask the District Council to highlight the changes from the previous policy and defer it to the next Town Council meeting, as comments were not required until the 14th November 2007. 

85. Change in Standing Orders to Accommodate New Code of Conduct
The NALC legal briefing dated 10th August 2007 had been circulated, and it was RESOLVED to agree subject to ratification as the next Full Council meeting that Standing Orders 58 and 70 should be deleted and replaced with 70a and 70b as follows: 

Standing Order 70 (a)  At all meetings of the council, the Chairman may at his/her discretion, and at a convenient time in the transaction of business, allow any members of the public to address the meeting in relation to the business to be transacted. Such sessions form part of the Council meeting in law and shall be duly minuted. The Code of Conduct which was adopted by the council on 26th June 2007 shall apply to members of the council in respect of the entire meeting. Where, however, members of the council exercise their rights pursuant to SO 70B, below, members of the public shall be allowed to attend the meeting to (a) make representations, (b) answer questions or (c) give evidence relating to the business to be transacted. 

Model Standing order 70B

At all meetings of the Council, the Chairman, may permit members of the council (including co-opted members as defined by s.49 (7) Local Government Act 2000) who have a prejudicial interest in relation to any item of business to be transacted at that meeting to (a) make representations, (b) answer questions or (c) give evidence relating to the business to be transacted. Such sessions form part of the Council meeting in law and shall be duly minuted. The Code of conduct which was adopted by the Council on 26th June 2007 shall apply to members of the council in respect of the entire meeting. 

86. Land on Tory

It was RESOLVED to agree the quote for tree planting and the clearing of scrub and brambles from the land on Tory should be accepted from Phil Goldsmith in the sum £1200.00 for clearing and £360 for provision and planting of replacement trees.

87. Correspondence for Consideration

	1
	Bradford on Avon Preservation Trust- I P Scarborough
	Railings on Westbury Gardens



	
	Request for Town Council’s opinion on reinstating the railings
	It was RESOLVED that the Town Council did not support the reinstatement of the railings as it was preferable to leave the park open and the wall was popular for seating

 

	
	
	.

	2
	NALC
	Conference 5-7th October 2007 Bournemouth

	
	Cost £372.08 per member. Programme available
	Noted.

	
	
	

	3)
	Wessex Environment Business Network
	Tuesday 11th September 2007 10.30am

	
	Free site visit to Hills Waste near Calne
	Noted.

	
	
	

	4)
	Swindon & Marlborough NHS Trust
	Consultation

	
	Consultation ends 29th September 2007
	Noted.

	
	
	

	5)
	Michael Bowen Bradford on Avon Community Safety Partnership
	Community Safety Partnership meeting 10th September at 7.00pm at the Bradford on Avon Police Station

	
	Parish Council representatives have been invited
	Cllr Skidmore agreed to attend this meeting and report on the recent events of drink fuelled anti social behaviour, particularly outside town centre pubs.


88. Correspondence to note

1.   The correspondence as listed was noted.

2. The Chairman referred members to the newsletter from the Wiltshire Primary Care Trust. In particular the closure of minor injury units in Devizes, Savernake Warminster and Westbury and the fact that Trowbridge minor injury unit will be open for 24 hours and Chippenham from 7am to 1am. It was RESOLVED that a letter be sent asking if increased facilities will be made available at the 2 units which were remaining open.

89. District and County Councillor Reports

i) Cllr Bolwell reported that he had received a report of anti social behaviour at the King’s Arms involving damage to cars, noise and generally anti social behaviour. 

ii) Cllr Repton reported that she had attended a planning meeting of West Wiltshire District Council where permission had been given for the Mason’s Arms public house on Newtown to be converted into two residential units.

iii) Cllr Hewson reported that plans to replace cottage hospitals with neighbourhood nursing teams could involve closing hospitals before the neighbourhood health teams were in place. He had also reported that he had been involved in getting waste on the County Council agenda on the 6th September with a view to trying to reduce the carbon footprint. In particular he was concerned that not enough metals were being recycled.

90. Reports

Councillor Fisher reported that now the conservation area appraisal meeting had been changed to 10th September that it was unlikely that he would be able to attend.

Councillor Coggan reported that she had attended a French Twinning meeting where a request for a location of artefacts to be on display had been made. She asked permission to assist the French Twinning in creative marketing of the organisation. 

Councillor Skidmore reported that he had attended a Tourist Information Centre meeting on the 1st August and there was some concerns regarding signage to the Station car park. He advised that a large map on the Station car park would be helpful and that the TIC were likely to request additional funding in October. He also reported that a street sign in Woolley Street had been damaged and that Countrypark refuse bins were overflowing over the Bank Holiday.

Councillor Craddock reported that she wished to complain about the state of the recycling bins in the Station car park, which are untidy, and not a welcoming site for visitors approaching by the railway station. She also reported further concern about the house on the corner of Sladesbrook and New Road which as there appeared to have no work being carried out to repair the property which had partly collapsed in January.

Councillor Martindale reported that there used to be a waste bin on the footpath up to Fitzmaurice School which now seemed to have disappeared. 

The Chairman reported that the Town Gathering would be taking place on Friday 12th October at 7.30p.m. and reminded members that they would be the hosts for the event which was intended to entertain those that had contributed to the life of the town by way of a thank you.

The Clerk reported that she would be on leave for the next two weeks and as the Administrator position was currently vacant, the Assistant Town Clerk would be managing mainly on her own although it was hoped that some casual help would also be obtained.

The Clerk reported three meeting dates as follows:

The Wiltshire Strategic Board’s Annual Conference on 16th October 2007 from 9.00am to 3.30pm at the Civic Hall Trowbridge. The Chairman offered to attend this meeting.

The Parish Forum on 10th October 2007 at 7.00pm at West Wiltshire District Council offices. It was suggested that item for the agenda could be devolution of powers under a unitary council.

AGM for Relate Mid Wiltshire on Friday 28th September 2007 11.30am for 12.00 at Red or White in Trowbridge. Guest speaker Jane Scott leader of Wiltshire County Council.

91. Accounts for payment

A list of the accounts had been circulated by the Clerk and it was RESOLVED that having been checked by Councillor Shiela Allen invoices and direct payments amounting to £13,986.10 plus VAT and payroll amounting to £8,298.76 be approved.

It was RESOLVED under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff and matters for which it is not yet appropriate to release details now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

92.  Private Business

The meeting closed at 9p.m.

SHB – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 27-08-07


