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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

held at the Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street

Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 27th November 2007 at 7.00pm

Present:

Town Council

Cllr Sheila Allen

Cllr Gwen Allison

Cllr Simon Fisher

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills (Chairman)

Cllr Isabel Martindale

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Paul Skidmore

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Apologies: Cllr Linda Coggan, Cllr David Bolwell, Cllr. Peter Leach, Cllr. Alison Craddock 

142.
Minutes

It was agreed to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 30th October 2007 with two minor typo corrections.

143.
Declarations of Interest

The Clerk declared an interest in item 19 relating to staff salaries.

144.
Matters arising 

Minute 127a) Fair Trade Grant Application

The Chairman reported that further information had been provided and that the Clerk in consultation had agreed to grant the requested £200 under section 137.

RESOLVED

To ratify this decision.

Minute 138 War Memorial on Kingston Mills site

The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from Linden Homes advising that the War Memorial was on Kingston House and that it would be retained in situ.

145.
Members of the public to address the council 

There were none.

146.
Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that she had attended a Singing in the Round event to which the visiting singers from Capanet in Mallorca have been invited.  Small gifts were exchanged.  On the 7th November she attended the 25th Anniversary celebrations of the Tourist Information Centre in Bradford on Avon held at the Woolley Grange Hotel.  On the 13th November she had attended the Wiltshire Primary Care Trust stakeholders assembly and on the 22nd November she had with other members visited the PACT centre which was formerly the 

‘e-Pewsey’ centre which was an exciting initiative from much could be learned.  

147. Minutes of Committees and Working Groups 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned Committees and Working Groups were noted.

Planning and Town Development Committee  - 16th November 2007

Town Management Committee – 13th November 2007

Finance & General Purpose Committee – 23rd November 2007

148.
St Margaret’s Hall Working Group

i) Windows – It was noted that tender documents have been issued and tenders had been due back by the 26th November.  A brief tender report had been submitted by the architect containing five quotes, for the supply and fitting of nine pairs of upper windows for the south wall of St Margaret’s Hall and one projection room window on the south wall.  As the figures had just arrived, further clarification was required to establish what was included, and it was RESOLVED to delegate the power to the Clerk in conjunction with the Town Council members of St Margaret’s Hall Working Group to establish the best tender, on advice with regard to quality etc. from the architect and to then instruct the work.  The Clerk further advised that the joinery and installation of the windows has been split from the supply of the blinds and other work related to knocking out in order to ensure that VAT restrictions were not exceeded in the financial year.  

ii) Flat roof repairs – a full quote had been received for repairs to the leaking projection room roof and balcony roof along with an option to insulate the flat roof over the projection room.  Quotes had been circulated with the agenda papers.  The Clerk explained that the temporary repair had been carried out nearly a year ago, which was now failing and that a permanent solution was needed.  She had contacted four potential builders but had only obtained one quotation. The quotation is attached to these minutes and includes an option for insulating the roof to the projection room, externally.  The Clerk reported that she had taken further advice and now recommended that the insulation to the roof be carried out separately as internal insulation would be preferable, and this could be done at a later date.  It was therefore RESOLVED to wave standing orders and financial regulations in view of the urgency of the repair and the difficulty in obtaining alternative quotes and accept the quotation from M J Faint Ltd. in the sum of £3972 for the felt roofing of both the balcony and the projection room roof, but not to insulate the projection room roof at this stage.

iii)
Assistant Hall Manager – It was noted that the job advertisement had been placed for an Assistant Hall Manager but no response had yet been received.  

iii) Triangle of Land – A reply to our letter had been received from WWDC dated 13th November and had been circulated with the Agenda.  The Clerk and several Councillors had inspected the land and recommended that the extended site including the quay side should not be included in negotiations at this stage as there appears to be some cracking and possible subsidence of the wall above the quay side.  After some discussion it was RESOLVED to reply to WWDC advising that as the land was of negligible value and would incur maintenance costs that it be transferred to the Town Council for the sum of £1 plus legal costs, quoted in the region of £750.  It was noted that the Town Council would take on liability of replacing life belts.

149 Tourist Information Association Grant Application 

A SWOT analysis and action plan produced by the TIC had been circulated prior the meeting and statistics showed a potential loss without a grant from the Town Council in the region of £11,000.  The Chairman welcomed this detailed information and it was AGREED to discuss the amount of the grant under the budget item on the agenda.

150.
Finance and General Purposes Committee

a) Footbridge – The Clerk referred members to the Finance and General Purposes Committee minutes of the 23rd November 2007 and tabled a letter from the legal executive of the National Association of Local Councils; with advice that rather than relying on the power under section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875, to provide public walks it might be advisable to investigate whether Wiltshire County Council was prepared to delegate the necessary power under section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972 by formal resolution and written agreement.  There was also some discussion about using section 164 in conjunction with section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 which provides a subsidiary power to powers exercisable under other enactment’s.  It was RESOLVED to accept the recommendations from the Committee to:
1. Pursue the advice from the Society of Local Council Clerks, that as the Council is planning a riverside walk the bridge would be subsidiary to it, therefore using section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875 and section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, and to write to the National Association of Local Councils seeking further advice based on this legislation.  

2. For the Clerk to have an informal conversation with officers from Wiltshire County Council regarding the possibility of devolution of powers to the Town Council under the Highways powers.

3. To note that the Power of Wellbeing was imminent the Act having received Royal Assent but that confirmation of details was awaited.  

b) The Budget 2008/9 – The draft 3 budget as proposed by the Finance and General Committee had been circulated and it was 

RESOLVED to make three further cuts:

line 84 of the Tourism grant from £13,000 to £12,000.

line 15 – Unitary implications to cut the budget from £5,000 to £2,000 

line 95 – Landscaping Victory Field paths to cut the budget from £15,000 to £14,500

thus making a further saving of £4,500, and agreeing a precept of £328,725 for the year 2008/9 in line with attached final draft. 

151. Wiltshire as a Unitary Authority 

It was RESOLVED to agree the formation of a working group tasked with drafting a cohesive bid of transfer of a package of functions to the Town Council.  Members of that group to be the Chairman Cllr. Fisher and Cllr, Martindale.

152. Wiltshire Children & Young People’s 2008-2011


The Clerk advised that Cllr. Craddock had apologised that she had not been able submit the recommendations and in her absence it was RESOLVED not to comment on this document.

153. Christmas Opening Hours        

It was RESOLVED to agree the Christmas opening hours as detailed on the agenda but with the office to close at 1.00 p.m. on Christmas Eve.  Opening hours will therefore be as follows:


Monday 24th December 2007 

Office to close at 1.00 p.m.(Christmas Eve)


Tuesday 25th December 2007

Closed (Christmas Day)


Wednesday 26th December 2007 
Closed (Boxing Day)

Thursday 27th December 2007

Closed (additional statutory day)

Friday 28th December 2007

Closed (additional statutory day)

Monday 31st December 2007

Open 9.00 – 12.00 (skeleton staff)

Tuesday 1st January 2008

Closed (New Years Day)

154. Correspondence for Consideration
	1)
	Wiltshire County Council 
	Wiltshire Pension Fund

	
	Details of provisional employer contribution rate for 2008-09 increasing from 16.4% to 18.1% from 1st April 2008
	Noted



	2)
	Alison Hawkes – The Matters Magazine
	

	
	Request for a councillor to write a regular article to contribute to this magazine. (sample of Corsham and Box magazine available)
	RESOLVED  - not to submit a regular article



	3)
	WALC
	

	
	
	Noted


155. Correspondence to note
The correspondence as listed was noted. 

156. District and County Councillors reports    

Cllr. Martindale reported that she had been preparing for the WWDC Planning Meeting on November 29th when a decision on the Kingston Mills application would be made.  

Cllr. Hewson reported with regard to the Waste Task group that Salisbury were planning a door step collection of cardboard and he was planning a small survey on car journeys relating to re-cycling sites.

157. Reports  

Cllr. Fisher reported that there was some confusion about which bin was collected on which day and asked the District Councillors to pursue this.

Cllr. Martindale reported that she had obtained from a local resident a survey of the potholes in Trowbridge Road and will be following it up.

Cllr. Sheila Allen reported that she had seen a huge lorry causing congestion in town.  Members urged Cllr. Allen to obtain registration numbers in future and report them to Alison at Quire.

Cllr. Skidmore reported that there had at one time been a fountain in Church Street/Market Street, which had been removed and had now been taken out of Bradford on Avon.  The Chairman suggested that Cllr. Skidmore contact Margaret Dobson who had researched this matter.

Cllr. Martindale reported that it was now difficult for her to attend WALC meetings which were held in Devizes.  The Chairman offered to attend in her place.

The Clerk reported that the Christmas lights would be switched on Friday 30th November at 6.00 p.m.

158. Accounts for payment
 A list of the accounts had been circulated by the Clerk and it was RESOLVED that having been checked by Cllr. Sheila Allen invoices and direct payments amounting to £40,276.03 plus VAT and payroll amounting to £11,635.17 be approved.

159. ‘Under the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings Act 1960 
By reason of the confidential nature of staff and matters concluded that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.

VB – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 27.11.07


