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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

On Tuesday 27th March 2007

Present

Town Council

Cllr Michael Bowen

Cllr Alison Craddock

Cllr Jocelyn Feilding

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills

Cllr Peter Leach

Cllr Philip Sutton

Mrs S Bartlett (Asst Town Clerk)

Apologies


Cllr David Bolwell, Cllr Fran Lewis, Cllr Martin Sandford and Cllr Janet Repton

Everybody stood for a minute’s silence to remember former Councillor Paul O’Callaghan who died following a stroke with complications. 

214. 
Minutes
It was RESOLVED to agree that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th February 2007 were a correct record.

215. 
Declarations of interest
(i) Cllrs Landell Mills, Feilding and Sutton declared a personal interest in the item Mount Pleasant Grant application and remained in the room.

216. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes


Minute 195 Arts Co-ordinator

To note that the Town Clerk had now met with Piers Bizony and agreed the reporting process. Awaiting feedback from co-ordinating group before advertising the post. Philip Morgan to send community planning grant of £3,000 to the Town Council for issuing as appropriate.


Minute number 199 (2) Arts Workshop Grant


Noted that the offer of the grant of £400 was rejected by the applicant.

217.
Members of the Public

             There were none.

218.      Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman reported that he had attended two full-day PCT meetings and two Standards Committees. He also supported the first Zappa Fest at The George, which attracted 80 overseas visitors.

 
219.
Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the undermentioned committees and working groups were noted.

Planning and Town Development Committee 
  6th March 2007 

Finance & General Purposes Committee

13th March 2007

Planning & Town Development Committee
20th March 2007

220.      Finance & General Purposes Committee (minutes of meeting held on 13th March 2007)

a) s137 Grants To consider the recommendation of the committee in respect of grants and to consider email dated 15th March from Helen Cotter regarding the Credit Union grant and consider the recommendations of the Committee in that regard.

RESOLVED: It was ratified to award £250 to Bradford Town Football Club, £500 to Cedar Court Day Centre, £150 to Carer’s Support West Wilts and £350 to Dorothy House Hospice Care. The Credit Union grant of £500 be issued in the next financial year with £217 carried over from 06/07and £283 from 07/08 section 137 grants.

b) Expenditure against budget 2006/07 to note that there were no significant issues.

RESOLVED: Noted.

c) Documents and Records To agree the policy in respect of retention of documents as recommended by the Committee

RESOLVED: To accept the policy as recommended by the Committee but to ask for clarification why some documents need to be kept indefinitely such as quotations and tenders, investments, contracts, receipts and payments. Also to report how long cheques paid should be kept for.

d) Mount Pleasant Centre Grant Application
To consider email dated 11th March from Mike Savage claiming the budgeted grant and consider the recommendations of the Committee.

RESOLVED: To pay the £5,500.00 grant.

e) Youth Council WYPOF Bid

The bid for the Cinema Project had been successful and £2,500 has been granted and therefore to note that the Town Council had granted £250 (Minute 147 (28.11.06) towards this project. Town Clerk to claim the grant to hold for the Youth Council until required as it needs to be claimed before 31.03.07)

RESOLVED: To agree and note the above information.

221. Planning & Town Development Committee 20th March 2007 

 Historic Buildings Joint Committee Funds

Cllr Feilding read out a proposed letter to send to Mr Austin Peters, Principal Lawyer at West Wiltshire District Council. After some minor alterations it was

RESOLVED: To send the proposed letter.

222. Victory Field Extension of Fencing height at building end of courts to prevent problems with damage from balls


To note that planning permission was being sought. To consider clerk’s advice in respect of financial standing orders and to note that instruction would be subject to planning permission.


RESOLVED: To accept the quote for £1,950 with optional galvanised posts for an additional £450. To vire sufficient funds from Victory Field Maintenance (cost centre 481) £1,400 and £1000 from Culver Close/Barton Farm, (cost centre 405). 


223. Annual Town Meeting 17th April 2007 @ 7.30p.m.

Noted that the Bradford & Winsley Community & Sports Association and the Climate Friendly Group had agreed to prepare a presentation for the meeting.

RESOLVED: All members present agreed to attend.

224. Health Provision and Hospital site

No news on the bids for the hospital site.

225. Bradford on Avon Sewers-Centenary Anniversary

The paper from Ivor Slocombe detailing the history was considered in detail. Cllr Landell Mills proposed that the anniversary should be celebrated and this was agreed. Cllr Landell Mills reported that she had made contact with Wessex Water a Mr Julian Dennis, and PR person Marilyn Smith. Members thought this could be an idea to celebrate at the West Wilts Show.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports a possible idea of a water feature at the Town Festival and to ask Wessex Water whether they would be interested in celebrating the sewers centenary idea at the West Wilts Show Bradford on Avon town marquee.

226. Correspondence for Consideration

	1
	Wiltshire County Council Keith Robinson
	One Council for Wiltshire

	
	Further details of the County Council’s proposals for a unitary authority (detailed papers available in the office)
	Noted and leaflets called “One Council for Wiltshire, doesn’t it make sense?” distributed. Cllr Hewson reported that the WCC had passed the first stage for a unitary authority and will now have a period of further consultation. RESOLVED: To ask Mr Keith Robinson, Chief Executive to attend 24 April 2007 Full Council to explain the bid further.

	2
	West Wiltshire District Council
	Street Closure Woolley Street for the Woolley Festival Sat 14th July 10.00am to Midnight

	
	
	RESOLVED: To send a letter with no objections to the closure.

	3
	Pat Bowler
	Retirement Present

	
	
	Letter of thanks - Noted

	4
	Smith Of Derby
	Town Clock Maintenance Contract

	
	Offer of discount for long term contract 3 year plus
	RESOLVED: To accept the 5 years service contract with a 15% discount and approximate savings of £233

	
	
	

	5
	WALC
	March 2007 Circular 

	
	Copy enclosed
	Noted that section 137 grants per elector had risen by 20p to £5.64.

	
	
	

	6
	WWDC
	Street Closure

	
	Bottom of Market Street to St Margaret’s St, Sat 26th May 10.00-10.30am for Christian Festival Procession
	RESOLVED: To send a reply objecting to this proposal because:

· it will be bank holiday weekend 

· WWDC to ask WCC if there were any other roadwork’s also planned for that weekend 

· was it possible to re-route through St Margaret’s Hall car park?


227. Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted. 

228. Reports

(i) Cllr Craddock reported that an inappropriate WCC road closure sign was placed at the bottom of Woolley Street, which was very difficult to read as the date was scratched out and another date was written on in permanent marker pen. The Clerk to send a letter to Mr George Batten at WCC to advise the sign was less useful as you could not read it easily.

(ii) Cllr Bowen reported that he had: 

· visited Earlstoke Prison with the Wessex Chambers of Commerce. 

· attended a WWDC Scrutiny Committee dealing concerning police matters. 

· attended a WALC (Wiltshire Association of Local Councils) meeting at Devizes.

· attended a Tourist Information Centre meeting.

· attended Cllr O’Callaghan’s cremation.

· attended business breakfast by Dennis Turner, Chief Economist at HSBC.

· attended AGM Senior Citizens Group.

· attended an interview with the police in Devizes concerning an independent advice group who would be critically friendly.

(iii) Cllr Hewson reported that he had taken a digital photograph of a pothole in Trowbridge Road and forwarded it to CLARENCE and this had now been repaired. He said that other potholes in Trowbridge Road reported by telephone had not been repaired.

(iv) Cllr Hewson also reported that St. Margaret’s Street railway bridge was under-strengthened. It was strong enough to take 18 tonnes but WCC had been thinking of narrowing the carriageway on the bridge.

(v) Cllr Sutton reported that he was intending to attend the WWDC Planning Committee on 29th March 2007 concerning the change of use planning application for Victoria’s. He was going to speak against the application and he welcomed support from other members.

(vi) Cllr Landell Mills reported that the Town Management Committee had agreed to carry out an informal traffic census.  She was working on this with Janet Ford and will report to the next Town Management Committee.

229. Accounts for Payment

It was RESOLVED that having been checked by councillor Fran Lewis invoices and direct payments amounting to £15,264.28 plus VAT and payroll amounting to £8,184.48        be approved.

230. Confidential Matters

It was RESOLVED under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff matters now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.25p.m.

SHB – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 27-03-07


