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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, 

Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 26th June 2007 at 7pm

Present

Town Council
Cllr Gwen Allison

Cllr David Bolwell

Cllr Linda Coggan

Cllr Simon Fisher

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills (Chairman)

Cllr Isabel Martindale

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Paul Skidmore

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Apologies


Cllr Sheila Allen, Cllr Peter Leach, Cllr Alison Craddock

35. 
Minutes
It was RESOLVED to agree that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 29th May 2007 were a correct record. 

36.
Declarations of interest

Cllr Fisher and the Chairman declared personal interest in applications for the Llewellen Palmer Trust grants.

37. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes

1. Membership of outside bodies – Lord Fitzmaurice Trust Educational Foundation
The Clerk to again confirm details of the next meeting to Councillor Coggan the member representing the Town Council.

2. Climate Friendly Agenda: Riverside & Public Areas Working Group  It was noted that this was discussed at the Riverside & Public Areas meeting on the 15th June and it was agreed to invite a representative from the Climate Friendly Group to the next working group meeting.

3. Councillors Training Course 2nd June 2007
Mixed feedback was received from members attending this course.

It was RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting and suspend Standing Orders to accept questions from members of the public.

Gordon Finch thanked the Town Council for their part in obtaining a sign on the Keates garage site advising what work was being carried out.  Gordon Finch also expressed his view on the treatment of the windows on St. Margaret’s Hall and finally expressed concern at heavy lorries mounting the pavement in St. Margaret’s Street.  Mr Finch produced some photographs which he presented to the Clerk.

The Chairman advised Mr Finch that the Town Management Committee were arranging for a survey to be carried out on the number of overweight lorries using the town bridge.

38. Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that she would like local endeavours to be recognised by the sending of a card from the Town Council expressing appreciation.  For example, for the owners of the newly opened Castle public house, to Paul Emsley, the winner of the National Portrait Gallery BP Portrait Award and for those responsible in setting up the new Girl Ranger Group in the town.

.

The Chairman further reported that a list of key town representatives had been produced and had been distributed to all members.

The Chairman also reported that she had attended a seminar with the Clerk on the 12th June regarding the power of wellbeing and had also attended a meeting of the Local Strategic Partnership run by West Wiltshire District Council.

39.
Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the undermentioned committees and working groups were noted.

Town Management Committee



5th June 2007

Planning & Town Development Committee

12th June 2007

Finance & General Purposes Committee


19th June 2007

St Margaret’s Hall Working Group


20th June 2007

40.       Finance & General Purposes Committee

The recommendations of the Committee were considered and the following resolutions were made:

a) Terms of Reference  It was RESOLVED to agree the following wording for changes in the Terms of Reference for this committee

1.1 Chairman and Vice Chairman ex officio plus Chairs of all Committees plus a member from each political party not already represented
1.2 The Chairman of the Town Council, if present, should be Chairman of this Committee.

b) Grant applications  It was RESOLVED to agree the following grants under      

Section 137:

West Wilts special needs activity scheme

£100

Bradford on Avon Lifesaving Club


£300

Bradford on Avon Rotary Club


 to make no further grant

SPLASH
 




£500

Ladies over 50 Swimming Club


£200

Help Counselling Services



£300

c) Internal Auditors Report
It was RESOLVED to accept the report from Mrs Lindsey dated 25th May 2007 and note that no issues had been raised.


d)   Draft Income & Expenditure Accounts 2006/07

It was RESOLVED that the draft Accounts produced by the Town Clerk be approved and sent to the external auditor.

e) The Annual Return
It was RESOLVED  to agree the recommendation of the Finance & General Purposes Committee to approve Section 1 of the Annual Return and that all questions in Section 2 , the annual governance statement could be answered positively.

f) Internal Audit Review
The internal audit review is a new requirement of the audit and the review as carried out by the Finance & General Purposes Committee had been circulated with the Minutes.  It was RESOLVED to approve the review and note that the Internal Auditor should be invited in future to the Finance & General Purposes Committee at which the end of year report was presented.  (Internal Audit review attached).


g)   Investment Policy

It was RESOLVED to agree the recommendation for the Clerk to be delegated power to invest such sums as she felt advisable to put on longer term secure investment to achieve the best rate of return and it was further RESOLVED as starting point that £100,000 could be invested for 12 months and £100,000 for 6 months.

h) Receipts & Payments 2007/08
It was RESOLVED to note the report of the performance against budget to date and that there were no issues of concern.

As an additional finance matter, the Clerk reported that a tree at Bearfield field had unfortunately split three ways and needed urgent removal at a cost of £300.  She advised that this would be reported to the next Bearfield Trust meeting but it affected the Council as the Trust was likely to be slightly over budget in this current year as a result.

41. St Margaret’s Hall Working Group

a) Recommendations to the working group were noted and it was RESOLVED to agree to instruct Hetreed Ross to prepare window detail drawings and submit for planning permission if necessary, obtain quotes and supervise the installation.  Windows to be double-glazed or secondary glazed to match existing as near as possible.

b) Energy saving improvements
It was RESOLVED to agree to obtain quotes for carrying out an energy audit on St Margaret’s Hall the brief to include a requirement for a report showing the saving in carbon output terms as well as running cost reductions along with estimates of required outlay to produce those results.

      c)
Raked seating/stage

It was RESOLVED the Clerk should obtain an up to date quote from Hetreed Ross for the architectural feasibility for carrying out improvements to the stage and seating and also that questionnaire should be sent to local groups to ascertain potential usage as a result of the proposed work.

       d)   Membership of the Group

It was RESOLVED to agree the recommendation of the Group that no changes were made to the Group membership and that it continue to be a group of regular users.

42. Community Planning

The Chairman reported that she had attended the Bradford on Avon Community Area Partnership Co-ordinating Group meeting on the 11th June 2007 and reported that David Gregory had been elected Chairman, Piers Bizony Vice Chairman and Michael Bowen Treasurer.

West Wilts Local Strategic Partnership
Councillor Martindale reported that she did not attend the meeting on the 13th June 2007 but the Chairman advised that she had attended.

       Review of Partnership Working in Wiltshire

       A letter from Andrew Pate, dated 25th May, had been circulated with a summary of the

      Solace report reviewing partnership working.  Members had difficulty understanding the     complicated diagram and terminology and it was RESOLVED to write a letter to Andrew Pate requesting that a plain English version be produced.

43. West Wilts Show 26th, 27th & 28th July 2007
i) It was RESOLVED to note that a rota was now circulation for members to complete for manning the Town Council stand.

ii) The Chairman reported that the breakfast meeting held for Bradford on Avon marquee stallholders was held on 20th June 2007 in the meeting room and had been a great success and ideal networking opportunity.

iii) It was RESOLVED to close the office for 26th and 27th July for staff to be present at the town marquee.

44. Revised Code of Conduct

Having considered the revised Model Code of Conduct as detailed in the Local Authority’s (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007, it was RESOLVED to adopt the Model Code of Conduct including paragraph 12(2) which states ‘Where you have a prejudicial interest in any business of your authority, you may attend a meeting (including a meeting of the overview and scrutiny committee of your authority or of a sub-committee of such a committee) but only for the purpose of making representations, answering questions or giving evidence relating to the business, provided that the public are also allowed to attend the meeting for the same purpose, whether under a statutory right or otherwise’

45. The Colonel William Llewellen Palmer Education Charity

A list of grant applications had been circulated as grants would be considered by the Charity on the 2nd July.  Members made several comments for the representatives to consider when they attend the meeting next week.

46. Newsletter Summer/Autumn 2007

It was RESOLVED to agree, with some amendments, the content of the draft newsletter prepared by the Clerk.

47. Cycle/Footbridge

Our letter to Mark Lovell dated 30th May and his reply dated 5th June had been circulated.  The Chairman advised that she would like, with the Clerk, to meet with Mark Lovell to have an informal conversation regarding progressing funding. It was RESOLVED to agree that this meeting should take place.

48. Arts Co-ordinator

It was noted that the position had been advertised and applications were now being received. It was RESOLVED that Councillor Leach and Councillor Coggan should be the two members on the interviewing panel along with the Clerk and Piers Bizony and that Councillor Bolwell and Councillor Landell Mills would be in reserve.

49.  Correspondence for Consideration

	1
	Philip Sutton
	Mount Pleasant Centre

	
	Resignation as trustee ( copy of letter to Mike Savage)
	RESOLVED to note that Councillor Paul Skidmore had been nominated in place of Councillor Sutton and that his details had been forwarded to the Chairman of the Mount Pleasant Centre.

	2
	Wiltshire County Council
	Post Office Closures

	
	Request for support in campaign
	Members signed the petition and it was RESOLVED that this should be sent to Wiltshire County Council.

	3
	WALC
	County Circular June2007

	
	Copy enclosed
	Noted.

	4
	Wessex Association of Chambers of Commerce
	Wessex Business Breakfast

	
	To consider attendance on Friday 29th June 2007 at Cumberwell Park 7.30 for 7.45am cost £9.50
	RESOLVED Anyone wishing to attend should advise the Clerk before Friday, 29th June.

	
	
	

	5
	WWDC
	Church St and Druces Hill -Street Closure  for Street Party

	
	Any objections to street closure  on Saturday 22nd Sept 1.30pm to 10.00pm
	RESOLVED no objections.



	6
	Wiltshire County Council 


	The Closure of Masons Lane 

	
	from 11st August for 10 days for Wessex Water works.
	Noted.


50. 
Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted. 

51. 
District and County Council Reports

i)
Councillor Hewson reported that he had written to Wiltshire County Council questioning the requirement to close Masons Lane completely but had been advised that it was essential.  He also reported that on Thursday he would be attending a meeting of the Accounts & Audits Committee. 

ii)
Councillor Martindale reported that she had attended a Scrutiny Committee meeting regarding the Gasworks site and issues of car parking, landscaping and gates were still to be pursued.  

Councillor Martindale further advised that she had taken photographs of signs coming into Bradford on Avon for the Riverside & Public Areas Working Group.

iii)
Councillor Repton reported that Councillor Martindale had been appointed the shadow portfolio holder for Leisure and Councillor Bolwell as shadow portfolio holder for Planning.

iv)
Councillor Fisher reported that there had been a proliferation of signs regarding various sales around the town.  It was agreed the Clerk should email to all members the name of the officer at the District Council to contact in this regard.

v)
Councillor Skidmore reported that he had attended a meeting of the Tourist Information Office and advised that:

1) Their lease expires in 2017.

2) Funding was being reduced from the District Council by 20% a year

3) They would like to meet with new Council members.

The Chairman advised that she had spoken to members of the Tourist Information office staff regarding this and there is a possibility that a meeting could be set up at the Tourist Information office before the next Council meeting.

Councillor Skidmore further advised that the Tourist Information Centre still had some concerns about Bradford on Avon websites.

vi) Councillor Bolwell brought to the attention of the meeting the minutes of the Chamber of Commerce meeting held on the 4th June.

vii)
The Clerk reported that one of the canoes moored outside St Margaret’s Hall for weekend boat hire had been stolen. 

52.
Accounts for Payment

A list of the accounts had been circulated by the Clerk and it was RESOLVED that having been checked by Councillor Sheila Allen invoices and direct payments amounting to £14,587.81 plus VAT and payroll amounting to £8,268.39 be approved.

53.
Private Business
JEF – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 26-06-2007


