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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at the Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street

Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 25th September 2007 at 7pm

Present

Town Council

Cllr Gwen Allison

Cllr David Bolwell

Cllr Alison Craddock

Cllr Simon Fisher

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills (Chairman)

Cllr Peter Leach

Cllr Isabel Martindale

Cllr Janet Repton

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Others present

David Moss, Chairman of Bradford on Avon Preservation Trust

Apologies

Cllr Sheila Allen, Cllr Linda Coggan, Cllr Malcolm Hewson and Cllr Paul Skidmore

David Moss the Chairman of the Bradford on Avon Preservation Trust addressed the Town Council about the work of the Preservation Trust. He explained that it was formed over 40 years ago and now had over 500 members. Its functions include the following:

· Keeping a watchful eye and commenting when necessary on planning applications

· Involvement in traffic and air quality

· Involvement in landscaping and planting of trees

· Production of the magazine the Guardian Angel

· Publishing books

· Presenting exhibitions

· Restoration of Historic Buildings

· Management of Barton Farm Grange Yard

· Town Plaque

· Lectures

He explained that new initiatives include rebuilding of lean-to on the Granary and in conjunction with the museum and tourist information office presenting a scheme for use of the vaults. Members asked some questions. The Chairman referred to the lectures and social events organised by the Trust and  thanked David Moss for attending and he left the meeting.

93.           Minutes

It was agreed to approve the minutes held on the 28th August 2007.

94.           Declarations of interest - none
95.           Matters Arising from the Minutes

(i) Minute 77 Kingston Mills - It was noted that Simon Gait from Linden Homes attended the Planning and Town Development Committee on the 18th September 2007 and that the revised plans were to be deposited with West Wiltshire District Council tomorrow. Advice had been given that the District Council intended to process plans quite quickly and they were expected to be received by the Town Council during the next week. Should this be the case the provisional date was set for a special Town Council meeting to consider the revised plans in public in St Margaret’s Hall on the 17th October 2007 at 7.00p.m. This date to be confirmed once plans had been received.
(ii) Minute 88 Closure of Minor Injury Unit

The Clerk reported that no reply had been sent to our letter dated 14th September asking if the capacity at the two minor injury units remaining in Trowbridge and Chippenham were to be increased.

RESOLVED: Clerk to chase a reply.

(iii) Minute 90 Parish Forum meeting – The Clerk reported that this meeting had now been rearranged and combined with the Wiltshire County Council’s meet and greet meeting about the new unitary proposals now to be held on Thursday 18th October at County Hall at 6.30pm, the meeting on the 10th October having been cancelled.

96.          Members of the Public – there were none
97.           Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman congratulated the Festival Committee on an excellent Town Arts Festival and reported that she had opened the festival by riding down the helter-skelter on the beach created in the library car park. Other members enjoyed the festival and in particular congratulated the Vegging Out Committee for the Vegetarian Food Fayre in St Margaret’s Hall and thanks to Ringway for supplying and laying the sand and removing it after the event. It was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to the Festival Committee and Ringway. 

The Chairman also announced that on the 21st September she attended a NALC Conference of Chairmen and Mayors of larger Town Councils in London and was invited to speak about their role and   how NALC could help. She requested their advice and assistance in developing the role of Town Councils in the forthcoming Local Government re-organisation.
98.
Minutes of committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the undermentioned committees and working groups were noted:

St Margaret’s Hall Working Group

30th August 2007

Planning & Town Development Committee
4th September 2007

Town Management Committee

             11th September 2007

99.
Town Management Committee

It was noted that the Committee had not yet decided on a project for their dropped kerbs budget and the suggestion for a dropped kerb in Church Street at the end of Abbey Mill where the pavement runs out before the footbridge was considered.

It was RESOLVED to agree that a letter be sent to Wiltshire County Council asking if they could provide a dropped kerb in this location and to consider making a contribution for this to happen. To also consider a location near to the Health Centre suggested by Councillor Bolwell and future projects to be considered  after tracking down if possible a survey carried out in excess of 7 years ago to see if further locations had been prioritised and also to consider dropped kerbs in Woolley Street.

100.         St. Margaret’s Hall Working Group
i) Festival block booking 2008 – The Arts Festival Committee had asked if it would be possible to block book St Margaret’s Hall for next year’s festival for a 10-day period including weekends the 13th and 14th September and 20th and 21st September. It was
RESOLVED to agree that a special rate of £1500 for the 10 days should be agreed and that the committee should try where possible to accommodate regular users ideally with special festival events.

ii) Country Markets – it was noted that Country Markets were having difficulties covering their costs for the Country Market in St Margaret Hall on an alternate Thursday morning. The Clerk confirmed that she had now received a letter advising that reluctantly they had to withdraw from use of the hall, as the finances did not work.

101           Future of Historic Buildings Joint Committee  

a) The second draft constitution for the new Historic Buildings Conservation Committee put forward by the Bradford on Avon Preservation Trust had been circulated. It was RESOLVED to suggest the following changes and agree the constitution with those changes.

i) Constitution item 2 to be reworded to read - The Committee is to be a joint committee of the Preservation Trust and Town Council consisting of 3 members nominated by the Preservation Trust and 2 members nominated by the Town Council. (The appointing bodies may at their discretion, appoint one additional member to act as deputy). This committee will elect its’ own Chairman.

ii) Constitution item 5 to remove the last sentence “The representatives of the TC and the PT will be able to veto individual proposals for the payments of grants” and replace this with ‘The recommendations of the committee should be forwarded to the next possible meeting of the Planning and Town Development Committee or Town Council meeting for approval and the Town Council or its committee will have the power of veto on the payment of grants in respect of funds it has contributed’. 

iii) Constitution item 9 iii. To read ‘Any surplus then remaining shall be repaid to the TC and the PT in proportion to the amount each has contributed since the formation of the committee’.

b) Representatives of the new Joint Committee – It was RESOLVED that Councillor Repton and Councillor Allison be the Town Council representatives on this committee with Councillor Leach acting as reserve.

102. Bradford on Avon Hospital Site

The Chairman announced that Future Heritage had presented a scheme to members of the Health Group which was encouraging and that a public exhibition was planned for October 3rd in St. Margaret’s Hall between 4pm and 6pm when the initial ideas for the regeneration of the site were to be displayed.

103. Wiltshire as a Unitary Authority

It was noted that three other towns had replied generally that they would be in favour of joint working but with no sense of urgency for this. The County Council had replied in a similar vein. It was RESOLVED to continue proactively seeking to take on additional functions at every opportunity. It was noted that the Parish Forum had been combined with a Wiltshire County Council parish meet and greet meeting on Thursday 18th October at 6.30pm at County Hall. The Chairman and Cllr Allison agreed to attend on behalf of the Town Council with Councillor Repton and Councillor Martindale attending for the District Council. It was further noted that a letter had been received from Andrew Pate advising that the possibility was that Town and Parish Council elections could be brought forward to 2009 with the alternative being 2013. 

104. St. Margaret’s Hall

Progression of phase 2 for opening up three upper windows and Stage/Seating Feasibility

The Clerk advised that a letter had been sent from Hetreed Ross to the Planning Department asking if planning permission would be required for the upper windows or if it would be covered by the original planning application. No progress had yet been made on the stage seating feasibility.

105. Licensing Policy

It was RESOLVED to make no comment on the revised licensing policy.

106. Ratification of Change in Standing Orders to Accommodate New Code of Conduct

It was RESOLVED to agree that standing orders 58 and 70 be deleted and replaced with 70A and 70B as detailed in minute 85 on the 27th August 2007.

107. Income and Expenditure Accounts for 2006/07 External Audit from Mazars

The external audit report from the auditor had been circulated. It was RESOLVED to note that there were no matters requiring attention but that a recommendation was made that the council should review the level of fidelity guarantee insurance. It was further RESOLVED that the Town Clerk increase the level of fidelity guarantee insurance as recommended.

108. The Town Council Conference: Saturday 20th October 2007

A draft agenda had been circulated and it was RESOLVED to agree the agenda and note that the conference starts at Braeside Conference Centre Devizes at 9am. The Clerk had circulated a c.v. for Ian Bertram who she recommended to act as facilitator. It was RESOLVED to agree to appoint Mr Bertram as a cost of £350 for the day.

109. The Town Gathering Friday 12th October 2007 at 7.30p.m.

It was noted that members as hosts should arrive at 7.15p.m. Councillor Repton and Councillor Martindale agreed to help hand out name badges. The Chairman and Councillor Martindale agreed to deliver flowers to appropriate recipients on Saturday morning. Councillor Bolwell agreed to collect the bottles and take them to the bottle bank on Saturday morning. 

The Clerk reported that she had received a letter of thanks from David Walden for his nomination for the Town Achievement Award.

110. Footbridge Funding (5Ti)

A report had been circulated regarding the potential funding for the footbridge including the possibility of a Public Works Loan Board loan. The report was considered and it was RESOLVED  To write to Ian Gallin, Corporate Director at WWDC to confirm commitment of the Town Council to seeking funding and if necessary fill any funding gap with a loan from the Public Works Loan Board in order to deliver the project of a Bradford on Avon footbridge and seeking payment of the Five Towns Initiative contribution stored up over the last few years.

111. Correspondence for Consideration

	1)
	Community First
	AGM and Election of Trustees

	
	AGM at Corn Exchange Devizes 3rd October 2007 at 7.0pm and election papers available for inspection in the office
	Noted.

	2)
	Joe Zammit, Mayor of Pembroke, Malta
	Two Way Tourism

	
	Letter suggesting tourism exchange through Hamilton Travel
	RESOLVED: Reply asking how the Town Council could assist and copying the Tourist Information Office.

	3)
	Letter from Mrs Bartlett and her son Matthew Bartlett regarding incident with ball being kicked against the Victory Field pavilion door causing damage resulting in the two doors being replaced.
	It was RESOLVED to reply to Mrs Bartlett and her son advising the total amount of the cost of the replacement of both doors (£600) and asking for an appropriate contribution in the region of £150. Also to ask if Matthew would volunteer to accompany the Chairman and Councillor Martindale for a voluntary litter pick. Both councillors have been CRB checked. 

	4)
	Letter from Judith Hughes from Priory Park complaining about the noise from the Street Party. 
	RESOLVED: To reply expressing sorry that Mrs Hughes has been inconvenienced but advising that a large number of people had enjoyed the street party which was held only once a year. Also to advise that WWDC was the licensing authority.


112.         Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted.

113.         District and County Councillors Reports

Councillor Martindale reported that she had been in touch with Lucy Murray Brown at WWDC regarding the I-play system and the Bearfield site was still favoured due to statistical demonstration of need and lack of provision in the North.

Councillor Martindale reported that WWDC Planning Committee were to carry out a site visit of Coal Wharf site next week. 

Councillor Bolwell reported that the Station car park mast application had been refused.

114.         Reports

Cllr Allison requested a replacement of the bin at the bottom of the steps leading up from the Station car park to the Riverside walk.

Cllr Craddock reported that there was litter over the Sainsbury’s car park and the Station car park due to the bins not being emptied. She further reported that the tennis players were happy with the refurbished tennis courts.

Councillor Leach asked for a letter to be sent to the Cleansing Department at West Wiltshire District Council thanking them for their untiring efforts.

Councillor Repton reported that she had attended the funeral of John Riding.

115. Accounts for payment

A list of the accounts had been circulated by the Clerk and it was RESOLVED that having been checked by Councillor Sheila Allen invoices and direct payments amounting to £15,877.24 + VAT and payroll amounting to £7,482.57 be approved.

The meeting closed at 9.10p.m. 

SHB – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 25-09-07


