MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 25th July 2006 at 7.00p.m.

Present

Town Council

Cllr Michael Bowen

Cllr Alison Craddock

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills

Cllr Peter Leach (Chairman)

Cllr Fran Lewis

Cllr Paul O’Callaghan

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Martin Sandford

Mrs D. Holmes (Town Clerk)

Apologies

Cllr David Bolwell

Cllr Jocelyn Feilding

Cllr Philip Sutton

Others Present

Helen Thomas (Wiltshire Times)

Members of the Public

Christian Sullivan, Elsa Joyce, Karen Kennedy, Sally Smith, Caroline Philpott and Laura Brennand

56.  Minutes

It was RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the meeting held on 27th June, 2006 were a true record.

57.Declarations of interest

Cllr Hewson declared a personal interest in the item relating to British Telecommunications.

58.  Matters arising from the minutes

i)     Minute 56 Licence to operate Boats on the River     
The Clerk reported that the license agreement with the District Council for the quayside had now been signed and that the annual fee had been negotiated down from £500 to £50 per annum. She confirmed that the boats were due to commence on Saturday 29th July 2006.

ii)    Minute 41 ii) WWDC Policy on Street Trading

It was noted that no comments had been received from the Chamber of Commerce.

RESOLVED To ask the Chamber once more if they had any comments on this document.

iii)   Minute 45 Inspirations –Grant application

Several members of the public had attended to address this particular issue and the Chairman therefore brought forward the public session to allow members to speak. It was agreed therefore to adjourn the meeting and suspend standing orders.

Elsa Joyce, Caroline Philpott, Christian Sullivan and Sally Smith spoke in support of the Health and Wellbeing Weekend making comments that the town should work together to strengthen economic links particularly for tourism. The point was also made that Bradford on Avon is becoming known for alternative healthcare and the support of the Town Council was sought. 

The Chairman commented that the Health and Wellbeing Weekend was a good event and although there were issues with regard to access not being allowed to the gardens without payment, he would like to see a similar event in future if these matters are resolved.

Other members commented that better liaison could be achieved with the Chamber of Commerce if the meetings were not on the same evenings as council meetings. The point was also made that problems with young rowdy people are a police matter and not a matter for the local council to deal with. Further comment was made that the Town Council has worked with the Chamber of Commerce in a supportive relationship for many years. The point was made that the running of St. Margaret’s Hall was a difficult financial balance and with regard to access to the gardens some people were upset at not being able to obtain access to Westbury Gardens. The amount of work put in to prepare the Health and Wellbeing Weekend was recognised and the Council were supportive of the efforts.

iv)   Minute 49 2) Informal Evening with Leader of Wiltshire County Council 24th July

Cllr O’Callaghan had attended this meeting and reported that the County Council were aiming for better communications and increased involvement with neighbourhoods, particularly in relation to young people and community care. Cllr O’Callaghan reported that he had learned about the Wiltshire and Swindon Intelligence Network which was a consultation and feedback process for which any individual could register. 

59. Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that he had attended the Opening of the Octagonal Garden , the Community Planning meeting in St. Margaret’s Hall and the Woolley Festival. He had also attended meetings with Cllr Andrew Bryant and an officer from the District Council, Richard Rogers regarding bike ramps at The Strips in Bradford on Avon.  He had also attended a meeting with Cllr Paul Batchelor the Chairman of West Wilts District Council regarding the Chair’s Big Thank You. Finally, the Chairman announced that he had attended the celebrations at the Railway Station in Avoncliff.

60. Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes and decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned committees and working groups were noted:


Riverside Working Group


6th July 2006


Leisure Youth & Arts Committee


17th July 2006


Planning and Town Development Committee
4th July 2006

             Planning and Town Development Committee
18th July 2006 

             St. Margaret’s Hall Working Group

20th July 2006 

             Economic Development Working Group

21st July 2006 

The Chairman noted that the Leisure Youth and Arts Committee arranged for the 11th July had been inquorate and therefore had been rearranged for the 17th July. He asked the members of that Committee to be sure to attend in future, if at all possible.

61. Economic Development

Minutes of the Economic Development Working Group included a job description for the proposed worker which made it clear that it was a Town Council position with line management through the Town Clerk. Consideration was given to a contribution of £6,000 match funding towards the salary of the Economic Development worker, it was proposed by Cllr Lewis and seconded by Cllr Landell Mills, and with all in favour RESOLVED to agree the contribution of £6,000 match funding (5TI) towards the employment of an Economic Development worker. 

The issue was raised with regard to the Economic Development Minutes about the Town Council’s relationship with the Development Trust. It was agreed that there was a need to have a clear view as to how the Town Council, Development Trust and the Community Planning Group worked together and it was RESOLVED that an informal meeting of all town councillors should be called to discuss this. The Chairman agreed to co-ordinate members and arrange a suitable date and time for this meeting to discuss protocol. 

62. Health Project Group/Development Trust

i) Cllr Landell Mills reported that a new sub committee of the Development Trust had been formed to take the hospital site project forward.

ii) The minutes of the meeting of the Health Project Group dated 4th July 2006 had been circulated with the agenda and were noted. The Chairman commented that he believed it was the intention of the PCT to create a committee to dispose of the site, with a view to ensuring a fixed percentage was available for community use.

63. Kennet and North Wiltshire and West Wiltshire Primary Care Trust Invitation to Assembly Five

i) It was noted that the final assembly will be held on Friday 28th July at the Neeld Hall Chippenham from 9.00 till 12.00. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Hewson would attend if possible to represent the Town Council. 

ii) Reply from PCT to our letter of 27th April It was noted that the PCT had confirmed that subject to a satisfactory District Valuation, they will be more than happy to sell the site to a developer that will see it used for community benefit.

iii) Copy letter from Trowbridge Town Council to PCT -  In response to Pathways for Change consultation. It was noted that Trowbridge Town Council had proposed another option, which was in keeping with the Town Council’s views. It was agreed that the Clerk should circulate the letter to all members.

64. Community Planning

i)
Co-ordination Group and Wider Group Meeting held on the 6th July 2006 in St. Margaret’s Hall

Cllr Hewson reported that this had been a good meeting with 60 to 80 people present. He was particularly impressed with the Local Produce Group, who had made progress in promoting local produce to reduce the distance needed to travel. He felt that the co-ordinating group was important to up-date the plan but suggested that a light touch with appropriate offering support where necessary. The Chairman commented that the evening had been successful and interreactive but was disappointed from a Town Council perspective at the coverage given to Town Council projects including the proposed stage improvements at St. Margaret’s Hall and the new Youth Council. He considered that the Town Council needed to fly the flag about its own projects. It was agreed that the Youth Council needed to be brought into the Community Planning structure. It was RESOLVED that the Town Council should make extra efforts for its projects to be presented at future meetings.

ii)
Police Community Support Officers – Funding

Letters from the Chairman and Chief Superintendent Amanda Evely had been circulated and it was noted that 75% of the funding for two PCSOs for Bradford on Avon would be found by the police with 25% to be sought from Town and Parish Councils. As this equated to 50% of one PCSO which was currently being paid by the Town Council there would be no increase over and above inflation. A discussion took place regarding the job role of the PCSO. Cllr Bowen reported that under the new neighbourhood police teams there will be two to three police officers and a PCSO and the purpose is to keep the teams in the area for continuity. It was RESOLVED That the Chairman and Cllr Bowen would report back to the next Town Management Committee with regard to the current planned position for Police Community Support Officers.

65. Newsletter

The draft Newsletter had been circulated and it was RESOLVED to agree the content with a few minor changes.

66. Hot drinks dispenser for meeting room

The hot dispenser was tried and prices checked. It was RESOLVED to agree the purchase of the hot drinks and dispenser for use in the meeting room.

67. St. Margaret’s Hall Working Group

i) Non-Smoking Policy - It was RESOLVED to agreed the recommendation of the Working Group to delay implementation of a Non Smoking Policy until legally required to do so but to include reference to it for publicity material for future bookings. It was noted that the Town Council was able to apply for the Community Buildings Lottery Grant and it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk should apply for stage one of the grant. It was noted that the stage improvements were currently out for consultation and subject to feedback the Town Council would instruct Hetreed Ross to prepare the feasibility study in the middle of September 2006. 

68. Leisure Youth and Arts Committee

i) Culver Close Tennis Courts – a letter from John Follows detailing the costs of tennis courts provision had been circulated and the recommendations of the Committee were considered. It was noted that revenue was not far off the running costs. The Chairman suggested that preference should be for an asset transfer rather than a long lease. It was RESOLVED that commitment be made to the West Wiltshire District Council to take on the tennis courts from April 2007 with details of transfer to be agreed later and also to continue discussion with regard to the possibility of taking over further assets in relation to the sports field in the future.
ii) Change of Date of next committee meeting It was RESOLVED that the next meeting will be Wednesday 18th October 2006.

iii) Community Open Day Sunday 24th September 10am – 4pm – It was noted that Cllr Bolwell had agreed to participate in running a Town Council stand and would be contacting other councillors to run the stand on a rota basis.

iv) Additional Member – It was RESOLVED not to increase the membership of this committee but members were reminded of their commitment to attend whenever possible.

69. Correspondence for Consideration

	1)
	BT Reply to our letter of 21st June regarding change to cashless facility
	Public Payphones

Noted

	2)
	WWDC Nominations are invited for individual volunteers to attend an evening of celebration. Closing date 7th September 06.
	The Chair’s Big Thank You

It was RESOLVED to note and to nominate all nominees put forward for the Town Achievement Award.

	3)
	BLB Solicitors re land on Tory. It was noted that the short section of path originally included was not actually in the ownership of the Housing Society and had been withdrawn from the transfer. The Clerk pointed out that a section of path at the bottom of the retaining wall was however included.
	RESOLVED to allow that section to remain and for the document to be signed under seal once again by the Chairman and Cllr Craddock.

	4)
	WWDC Yamina Rhouati re Town Council representation on the Standards Board.
	It was RESOLVED that the Chairman should be put forward as a Town Council representative.


70. Correspondence for note

It was RESOLVED to note the correspondence as listed. 

71. Reports

i) Cllr Repton reported that she had asked for the planning application for St. Margaret’s Hall windows to be called in by the District Council to ensure that it is heard at Planning Committee.

ii) Cllr Bowen reported that he had helped to entertain the visitors from Elblag in Poland during their four-day visit, including the opening of the Octagonal Garden. He had attended a meeting of the Tourist Information Centre, the Woolley Festival, the Avoncliff Station celebrations and a meeting regarding the Community Play. He had also attended the meeting of WALC and had been issued with the new constitution. He had further attended the appeal regarding Comptons Piggeries and the meeting at Wiltshire County Council regarding waste development. 

Cllr Bowen reported that the road by Staverton Railway Bridge would be closed in October/November and that members should be aware of the implications for Bradford on Avon.

iii) The Clerk reported that the Town Council would not normally have been consulted about this, as the diversion was not intended to direct traffic into Bradford. However, she had asked to be consulted because there were bound to be implications.

iv) Cllr Hewson reported that he had attended St. Laurence School to present certificates to Year 9. He also reported that Wiltshire County Council was suffering chaos with losing four of five of its directors in trying to deal with a £7,000,000 overspend.

v) Cllr Sandford reported that he was looking forward to the West Wiltshire District Council response regarding the use of The Strips for bike ramps.

vi) Cllr Repton further reported that she had attended the appeal in relation to Comptons Piggeries. 

vii) Cllr Landell Mills reported that she was concerned to have received the email from Leo Wirtz regarding vandalism in the Country Park and noted that the Victory Field and Sladesbrook park were also suffering. It was agreed that this would be discussed at the next Riverside Working Group and Town Management Committee.

viii) The Chairman reported that he would like the Town Council to be involved in the 150th Anniversary of the Railway and would be bringing some proposals forward to a future meeting.

72. Accounts for payment

It was RESOLVED that, having been checked by Cllr Paul O’Callaghan, invoices and direct payments amount to £22,102.94, plus VAT and payroll amounting to £7,926.88 be approved.

It was RESOLVED Under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff matters now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

Private Matters 

73. The Local Government Pension Scheme – Employers Discretions – Further information regarding non-concessionary contingent liabilities forwarded from Nick Nicholson of Wiltshire County Council was considered and it was RESOLVED to note that there will be no unexpected contingency costs.

74. Additional staff hours

The Clerk reported that the Hall Manager had worked an additional 22½ hours overtime since April. It was RESOLVED to pay the overtime.

75. Increased hours for the Cleaning Operative

As the Octagonal Garden needed weekly cleaning it was RESOLVED To agree an increase in the standard hours 5 to 5½ to allow for the cleaning operative at St. Margaret’s Hall in order to clean the mosaic.

PAGE  
SHB – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 25-07-06
21

