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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at the Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street

Bradford on Avon

On Tuesday 25th March 2008 at 7.00p.m.
Present

Town Council

Cllr Sheila Allen

Cllr Gwen Allison

Cllr David Bolwell

Cllr Alison Craddock

Cllr Simon Fisher (Vice-Chairman)

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills (Chairman)

Cllr Peter Leach

Cllr Isabel Martindale

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Paul Skidmore

Mrs S Bartlett (Assistant Town Clerk)

Members of the public

Christian Sullivan and Mr C.A. Bull from 33 Newtown

Apologies

Cllr Linda Coggan

221. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th February were approved as a correct record after the name was changed on Minute number 206 - Big litter pick  - to Linda Conley and Minute number 211 - Boundary Review North Ward changed to South Ward and vice-versa.

222. Declarations of Interest

(i) The Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 23 (ii) because she was a member of staff and left the room while the item was discussed.

(ii) Cllr Fisher declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 (i) concerning appointment of local artist. This person was known to him.

(iii) The Chairman and Cllr Skidmore declared a personal interest in agenda item 9c) as they both represent the Town Council as trustees to the Mount Pleasant Centre 

223. Matters arising from the minutes

(i) Minute number 206 ‘big litter pick’ 

Cllr Martindale reported that six bags of litter and one bag containing a discarded duvet were cleared from the Packhorse Bridge area. She said that some publicity had been obtained. The Chairman said it was an excellent initiative and that Cllr Martindale was leading by example.

224. Members of the public to address the committee

(i) Mr Bull of 33 Newtown addressed the committee regarding new no parking signs erected along Newtown adjacent to listed buildings. Mr Bull said he would type his statement and bring it in to the office. The Chairman advised that this matter will be discussed at the next Planning and Town Development Committee on Tuesday 1st April 2008.

(ii) Mr Sullivan said that on reading the agenda, the item he was interested in Traffic and Transport under the Community Planning heading had been deferred to the next Town Council meeting.

225. Chairman’s Announcements

March 1
Attended coffee morning at the United Reformed Church - celebrations for the refurbishment of the Church

March 5             Attended Fairtrade reception at St Margaret’s Hall as part of Fairtrade fortnight and a good guide was produced.

March 7             Attended Monday – Wednesday Club in Trowbridge which has some Bradford on Avon members and the Town Council supports. She said this was extremely worthwhile club and she had attended a concert at the Wesley Methodist Church.

March 8
Attended Chippenham Town Council masked ball.

March 9
Attended Civic Service at St. Johns in Warminster

March 10
Attended the opening of Sainsbury’s new extended store.

The Chairman also reported that the Kingston Mills Transport Plan had arrived and will be discussed at Planning and Town Development Committee. Hard copies were given out and the document had been emailed to councillors.

226. Minutes of the Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes and decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned committees and working groups were noted:

Planning & Town Development Committee
12th February 2008 

Planning & Town Development Committee
4th March 2008 

Vaults Working Group Meeting (confidential)       7th March 2008 

Finance & General Purposes Committee             11th March 2008

Personnel Committee (part confidential)              12th March 2008 

Planning & Town Development Committee          18th March 2008 

227. Vaults Working Group

The Chairman explained that presentations will be made at the Annual Town Meeting.

RESOLVED The recommendations of the Working Group were noted and the next meeting will take place on 2nd April 2008. Cllr Allen gave her apologies, as she had to attend a funeral of Mrs Cherry. The Chairman agreed to send a note of condolence to Mr Cherry a former mayor of the town.

228. Finance & General Purposes Committee (minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2008)

a) Section 137 Grants 

RESOLVED: To approve the recommendations of the Finance & General Purposes Committee in respect of grants awarded.

b) Expenditure against budget 2007/08 It was noted that there were no significant issues.

c) Mount Pleasant Centre Grant Application

RESOLVED: To approve the recommendations of the Finance and General Purposes Committee and pay the two budgeted amounts for 2007/08 £5,500.00 and 2008/09 £5,500.00.

229. Planning and Town Development Committee and Riverside and Public Areas Working Group 

RESOLVED: The recommendations were considered of the Working Group and Planning and Town Development Committee and the following decisions were agreed:

i)To appoint a local artist Mr David Farwell Smith, to Design 3D Town Map for fee of £6,000.00. It was noted that Leo Wirtz had arranged for Wiltshire County Council to contribute £700.00. Map to be used for notice and information boards, website and leaflets. Samples of his work were tabled.

ii) Purchase of aluminium notice board from Greenbarnes for £2,963.88 to replace                                                                                                                   existing public notice board near Westbury Gardens subject to obtaining planning permission if required. A sample of the type of notice board was tabled.

iii) Agreement in principle to purchase 6 signs and posts with finials from Alpha Signs cast to show lettering border and symbols in relief from quote received 26th March 2008. Plans for new signs to be displayed for further consultation at the Annual Town Meeting. 

iv) Agreement in principle to allocate the following budgets to these projects if required:

2007/08 Planning and Town Development Public Areas £8,000

2008/09 Planning and Town Development Public Areas £2,000

2008/09 Planning and Town Development Riverside/map £8,000

2007/08 Town Management-Signage £2,500

2008/09 Town Management Signage £2,500

                   Total available £23,000.00

230. Unitary Authority 
(i) Boundary Review  

Cllr Hewson’s explained the two proposals:1) That council notes proposals from County Council that Bradford on Avon would form two divisions of the new Wiltshire Council comprising between them the entirety of the area defined by the Bradford on Avon Town Council 2)That option 2 be accepted.
RESOLVED:  Cllr Hewson proposed and Cllr Leach seconded and with all members in favour except Cllr Martindale agreed that the council submits a division of Bradford as follows:
· Bradford on Avon South division shall comprise all addresses south of the River Avon and additionally: 

· all addresses in streets defined by the word South in "Ward - Option 2" on the attached sheet. 

· all addresses in the Kingston Mill Development.
· Bradford on Avon North division shall comprise all parts of the Parish/Town of Bradford on Avon not in Bradford on Avon South.
To note that maps are for guidance only. Maps should be drawn-up from the addresses supplied.


ii) Delegation to Town and Parish Councils

The Chairman explained that Richard Munro had been appointed as Project Manager for WCC and that she had met with him and the Town Clerk on the 19th March 2008. She further explained that there will be a long process of phasing in the new arrangements. 

231. Community Planning

The Chairman reported that an administrator will be appointed.

Traffic and Transport

It was noted that further proposals regarding the workshops have been deferred to the next Town Council meeting.

232. Annual Town Meeting 15th April 2008 @ 7.30pm

The draft agenda was considered and Cllr Martindale offered the Senior Citizens Forum to speak as a local organisation that had benefited from a grant from the Town Council. It was agreed to take up Cllr Martindale’s offer.  The Clerk reported that the Lifesaving Club will be invited as well.

Cllr Leach gave his apologies for this meeting. 

233. Kingston Mills Stakeholder Meetings

RESOLVED: That the next series of Stakeholder Meetings be under the remit of the Town Council managed by the Economic Development Worker.

234. Foot/cycle Bridge

The Town Clerk’s report was considered and it was

RESOLVED: To accept her recommendation and appoint David Lewis of Thring, Townsend Lee and Pemberton in view of his local authority experience and connections to act for the Town Council in relation to footbridge legal work. Also to invite Mr Lewis to the next Foot/Cycle Bridge meeting on 14th April 2008.

235. Correspondence for consideration

	1
	Wessex association of Chambers of Commerce
	Wessex Business Breakfast

	
	Cumberwell Park Friday 28th March 2008 @ 7.30am. Guest speaker Brian Moore Chief Constable of Wiltshire Constabulary. £9.50 per head
	Noted and no members wish to attend

	
	
	

	2
	Wessex New Business Network
	Site Visit to new Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre, Cocklebury Road Chippenham

	
	Free visit on Thursday 3rd April 6.15pm
	

	
	
	

	3
	Mary Jarvis
	Campaign for Reinstatement of Minor Injuries Unit at Melksham Hospital

	
	Request for support of campaign
	RESOLVED: That a letter of support be sent

	
	
	

	4
	WCC
	Temporary Closure of UC 776001 Woods Hill(part) and C225 Midford Lane ( Part Limpley Stoke and C238 Ashley Lane ( Part), Winsley

	
	Closure from 31st March 2008
	nassasds

	
	
	Noted

	5
	WALC
	Newsletter 

	
	March 2008 (copy enclosed)
	

	
	Cllr Fisher reported that on the last page of the newsletter under the “Community Sustainable Energy Programme (CSEP) that grants were available from April 2008.
	RESOLVED: That St. Margaret’s Hall new environmentally friendly measures will qualify for this grant and the Town Clerk to pursue this.

	6
	WWDC
	Standards Committee Representative

	
	1 person required to sit on Standards Committee as Town Representative (one to represent all five town councils). Nominees/volunteers statement of 150 words needed. 
	RESOLVED: Cllr Leach agreed to have his name put forward and his previous 150 words considered.


 

236. Correspondence to note

             The correspondence as listed was noted. 

237. District and County Councillor Reports

(i) Cllr Repton reported that a planning application at Market Street was turned down at District Council because it incorporated a listed wall and had a previous planning permission on the property.

(ii) Cllr Hewson reported that he had raised in Full Council at WCC the request for residents parking and that he had been referred back to WWDC through the decriminalisation of parking route. He was happy to accept members of the public to be referred to him on this matter.

(iii) Cllr Hewson reported that he had written to Mr George Batten at WCC regarding the pedestrian crossing in St Margaret Street, which had still not yet been repaired. The Chairman also agreed to write to WCC on behalf of the Town Council.

238. Reports

(i) Cllr Craddock reported that there was inappropriate graffiti at Barton Farm under the railway bridge. Clerk to ask Dave Waldren the Station Master for help in removing it.

(ii) Cllr Repton reported that she had spoken on the telephone to WWDC regarding the one-hour parking and was told that commercial areas will be targeted and not people who live in a residential area. She was unable to obtain this statement in writing.

239. Accounts for payment

A list of accounts had been circulated by the Clerk and it was RESOLVED that having been checked by Cllr Sheila Allen invoices and direct payments amounting to £17,506.31 plus VAT and payroll amounting to £8876.96 be approved. 

240.      Private Business
‘Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff and matters for which it is not yet appropriate to release details, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.43pm

SHB – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 25.03.08


