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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, 

Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 24th April 2007 at 7pm

Present

Town Council

Cllr David Bolwell

Cllr Michael Bowen

Cllr Alison Craddock

Cllr Jocelyn Feilding

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills

Cllr Peter Leach (Chairman)

Cllr Martin Sandford

Cllr Philip Sutton

Cllr Fran Lewis

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Apologies


Cllr Janet Repton.


Others Present


Charley Morgan, Wiltshire Times


Niki Lewis, Wiltshire County Council

Niki Lewis, the Assistant Director of Community Services addressed the Council in support of Wiltshire County Council’s proposal for one Council for Wiltshire.  It was acknowledged that the Town Council had received all the necessary documentation and Councillors raised the following concerns.

Planning and Development Control.  The document is too vague and the concern is that local members will not be able to implement planning decisions.  This is particularly important in Bradford on Avon where the architectural heritage needs to be protected.

Too much emphasis on community partnerships and not enough about local elected members and how they will have their say.

Disappointment in the consultation process and the proposal appears to be heavily top down.  The Town Council would welcome Town and Parish Councils having more power but need to be sure funding will follow.

NL responded that the government timescale was tight and made it clear that the status quo was not an option.  She commented that the more detail the County Council have put in, the more people respond that the decision has already been made but if sufficient detail is not put in the complaint is that the proposals have not been thought through.  She advised that the County Council would have liked to have more time but that should the one Council way forward be agreed, the process would take two years and in that time, discussions would take place with Town and Parish Councils.  NL made the point that there are currently five Councils covering the same areas such as finance, customer care, fleet management and personnel with five Chief Executives and the cost savings can be made in this area.

Councillors made the point that Wiltshire was a divided county geographically and cited the difficulties with the Primary Care Trust forming one body in Wiltshire.  Conversely the introduction of police neighbourhood teams bodes well for the provision of local services. Members also mentioned the voluntary sector and concern was expressed that all voluntary organisations are not county wide which might affect funding for smaller bodies.

NL advised that people had difficulty in knowing which authority performed what function and she also commented that Wiltshire County Council already provided many local services particularly in the area of social services.

Members further expressed concern that the community planning process was duplicating the existing structures and entailed Councillors doubling up on the number of meetings attended.

NL  was asked to take back the message that the Town Council wanted to be part of the process and not dictated to and that they needed assurance that funding will follow any powers that they decide to take on.

The Chairman thanked Niki Lewis for attending and she left the meeting.

232. 
Minutes
It was RESOLVED to agree that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th March 2007 were a correct record with one amendment in respect of Minute 225 that the Bradford on Avon Sewer Centenary anniversary could be celebrated at the Bradford on Avon Town Arts Festival not at the West Wilts Show.

233. Declarations of interest

The Clerk declared an interest in the item relating to staff salaries.

234. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes

1. Minute 220 c) Documents and Records.  It was noted that paid cheques are no longer returned by the bank but instead cheque stubs are initialled and these should be kept for 7 years and also to note that the periods of retention were recommended by WALC.

2. Minute 220 e) Youth Council WYPOF bid for cinema project.  It was noted that the WYPOF grant for £2,500 had now been paid to the Council for safekeeping and RESOLVED to agree that the £250 contribution from the Town Council could now be earmarked for this project.

3. Minute 222  Victory Field planning permission for fence extension.  It was RESOLVED to ratify the decision of the Leisure Youth & Arts Committee to pay the architect’s fee from cost centre 42 for professional fees.

4. Minute 223 Annual Town Meeting.  The Chairman advised that he had still to approve the Minutes of the Town Meeting but there were a few issues to be followed up as a result.  For example, the item relating to planning permission for solar panels.

5. Minute 225 Sewage System Anniversary.  It was noted that the Arts Festival Committee chairman did not consider this to fall in the category of arts.  Councillor Landell Mills reported that she had been in touch with Wessex Water with regard to an open day for the sewage station and dates of the 9th or 10th June were currently being considered.

6. Minutes 228 Inappropriate road sign at Woolley Street.  It was noted that two letters had been received from Wiltshire County Council dated 10th and 20th April  advising that the inappropriate sign at the bottom of Woolley Street was erected by Scottish & Southern Electricity and had now been removed.

235.
Members of the Public

             There were none.

236.      Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman reported that he had attended the Annual General Meeting of the Polish Twinning Association.  He had attended a Riding for the Disabled event celebrating 25 years of the RDA which Princess Anne attended.  He had attended the Youth Council meeting and Primary Care Trust meetings.  The Annual Report had also been circulated and it was RESOLVED that the Annual Report should be accepted.

 
237.
Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the undermentioned committees and working groups were noted.

Leisure Youth & Arts Committee



3rd April 2007

Planning & Town Development Committee

10th April 2007

St. Margaret’s Hall Working Group


12th April 2007

238. St. Margaret’s Hall Ground Floor Windows

The appeal decision has been circulated and the Chairman advised that the Town Council were pleased to see that the appeal had been allowed.  The appeal had been based on the planning application to remove the existing ground floor windows on the south elevation and block up the openings with cut bath rubble stone in lime mortar.  The Chairman reported that four quotes had now been received for the work

1. £7,355

2. £4,895

3. £10,947

4. £5,200

The quotes were discussed and it was decided that in view of the sensitive location of the building a stonemason should be used rather than a builder.  It was also decided to use a stonemason which the Town Council had already had experience of to be sure that the standard was as good as could be obtained and therefore it was PROPOSED by The Chairman, SECONDED by Councillor Fran Lewis and with all in favour RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £7,355 from Rocket Masonry who could start work in 2-3 weeks and expected the project to take 2-3 weeks to complete.  The order would be subject to approval of a sample panel.  

239.
Risk Assessment

The updated annual Risk Assessment had been circulated with the agenda and it was RESOLVED to note and accept the Risk Assessment and actions taken.

240. Historic Buildings Joint Committee Funds

Councillor Feilding advised that the Town Council, due to restrictions of Section 137 limit may be unable to grant sufficient funds and had therefore approached the Bradford on Avon Preservation Trust with a view to managing the future operation of the fund.  Councillor Feilding advised that the Preservation Trust had always been represented on the Historic Buildings Joint Committee but that the proposal was that two elected members from the Town Council Planning Committee would be involved on the Allocations Committee and that the Town Council would have the power of veto via the Planning & Town Development Committee who would approve proposals.  The details were yet to be agreed but the Preservation Trust had agreed, in principle.  It was RESOLVED to agree in principle to the Preservation Trust being the body to allocate the Historic Buildings Joint Committee funds subject to further details to be agreed and that the Town Council should have the right to give 12 months notice should it wish to take over the management of the fund.  The Town Clerk advised that if the power of wellbeing is confirmed, there would be a possibility that it could be managed under this power.

241. One Council For Wiltshire


The following papers had been considered:

i) The Wiltshire County Council paper regarding proposals with regard to Planning (Development Control).  

ii) A copy letter from West Wiltshire, Kennet & Salisbury District Councils to the Secretary of State setting out an alternative vision for service provision in Wiltshire.

iii) A copy of the West Wiltshire District Council newsletter regarding local government re-organisation.

It was RESOLVED that now that the consultation process had moved into a further stage, the Town Council’s letter of the 5th February be repeated to the Right Honourable Ruth Kelly MP with an amendment in bullet point 1 that the cost savings proposed are ‘overstated’ not ‘understated’.  It was further RESOLVED that the letter, as drafted and read out by Councillor Feilding should be sent to the Wiltshire County Council regarding the Town Council’s views on Planning & Development control and that a copy of the letter should also be sent to the Secretary of State.

242. Health Provision and Hospital site

Councillor Landell Mills reported that the welcomed news had been received that the preferred bidder for the hospital site had been chosen as Future Heritage, the group with whom the Health Project Group had been negotiating.  The proposal was for a social care facility and something for children to be provided on the site.  It was expected the contracts would be drawn up in July or August 2007 and planning application submitted shortly afterwards.  The Health Project Group were very pleased with this satisfactory outcome.

To questions Councillor Landell Mills clarified that the social care facility was likely to be a nursing home for the elderly.  The Chairman responded that this was an excellent result and congratulated Councillor Landell Mills and the Health Project team for their involvement in bringing this about.

243. Office Equipment

It was RESOLVED to agree to purchase of two PC monitors with 19inch flat screens to allow correct sitting positions for operators in the sum of £122 plus VAT each.  The Clerk reported, under delegated powers, she had purchased a new answerphone to replace a redundant one in the sum of £57.99.  It was RESOLVED to ratify this.

244. Section 137 Grant application from Fitzmaurice School Association

Councillor Hewson and Councillor Sutton declared a personal interest.

An application had been received for a contribution to the charges for hire of St. Margaret’s Hall for a fund raising event to raise money for the school.  It was RESOLVED to decline this application as there were no exceptional circumstances.

245. New Photographs of Councillors
It was RESOLVED to agree the commissioning of Image Works to take digital photographs of council members for the website and newsletter in the total sum of £75.

246. Costs for Legal Work in Relation to Footbridge contract

The Chairman reported that work was ongoing in establishing how to take forward the legal work in relation to the footbridge but this matter would be deferred to a future meeting.

247. Correspondence for Consideration

	1
	Wiltshire County Council
	St Margaret’s Railway Bridge

	
	Need to remove some parking spaces on the bridge and direct traffic towards the centre ( see copy letter enclosed)
	It was RESOLVED to write to Wiltshire County Council to ask how many parking spaces would be lost and could any be reclaimed where the lines were presently in existence and also to ask County Council to look at preventing speeding along St. Margaret’s Street.

	2
	West Wiltshire District Council
	Polling Stations in Bradford on Avon 

	
	Reply to our letter dated 2nd March . Residents of Trowbridge Road have been assigned to the Bradford on Avon Sports and Social Club for May 2007 elections
	Noted.

	3
	Wiltshire Police Authority
	Custody Visiting

	
	Need to recruit more custody visitors
	Noted.

	
	
	

	4
	West Wiltshire District Council
	New Recycling Arrangements

	
	Reply to our letter of 2nd March- a review of the recycling arrangements will take place over the Summer months
	Noted.

	5
	Bradford on Avon Women’s Institute
	Diamond Jubilee Award

	
	Nominations requested for deserving young persons under 18 who have made a difference for the good in their local community
	It was RESOLVED that the Bradford on Avon Youth Council should be nominated as a group for this award

	6
	Bradford on Avon and District French Twinning Association
	Twinning Grant 07/08

	
	Application for twinning grant for entertaining French guests  on the bi-annual visit 27th April to 1st May but also sending of the walkers on the Bradford to Sully walk on 2nd and 3rd July
	It was RESOLVED to agree a grant of £500 to the Bradford on Avon & District French Twinning Association.

	7
	South West Conference of Local Council Associations
	Quality Council Seminar- Taunton 13th June 2007

	
	Conference for Clerk and One Member @ cost of £30 in total
	It was RESOLVED that the Clerk and one member should attend this conference.  The member to be agreed at a future date.


248. Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted. 

249. Reports

Councillor Landell Mills reported that she had attended a meeting of the Wiltshire Highways Service Information for Councillors with Councillor Bowen and had learnt that a new machine called the Unimog for filling potholes was introduced and that it was made clear that people who got the most out of the system were those who were in touch regularly with the County.

Councillor Martin Sandford reported that he had attended an Adult Support meeting on the 11th April and he could recommend this committee to the future Council and felt it was important we should send a representative.  He also thought it important that a representative attended the Bradford on Avon Sports Association meetings and he offered his services in future in his employment role for connections.

Councillor Hewson reported that Staverton bridge was to be closed again for this week and for the 9th and 11th May.

Councillor Lewis reported that she was grateful to the Clerk and all Town Councillors and as this was her last meeting, she would be sorry not to be attending in future.  She also commented that she felt laptops were intrusive in the meeting.

Councillor Bowen reported that he agreed laptops should be banned from Town Council meetings.  He advised that it was also his last meeting and he reported that he had attended the Annual General Meeting of the Polish Twining Association  and he had attended the meeting with Councillor Feilding and the Clerk and Assistant Clerk of the West Wilts Show launch in Trowbridge and as he was stepping down as a Councillor he advised that he no longer wished to be chair of the West Wilts Show meeting and felt that the organisation for the show was well underway. 

With regard to the West Wiltshire Association of Community Area Partnerships he intended to stay involved with that and report to the elected members and he would also continue as Treasurer of Bradford on Avon Community Area Partnership.

Councillor Leach reported that he had enjoyed his time as a Town Councillor and his two years as Mayor which had sometimes been difficult and he was grateful to the Clerk and officers and all Councillors for their devotion and effort.  All Councillors had given as much as they could and he had enjoyed the privilege of being Chairman.

He commented that Councillors should be proud of what they have achieved.

Councillor Bowen thanked Councillor Leach for becoming a Councillor and Mayor and bringing together the two halves of the town and young and old.  He commented on the Mayor’s open and frank approach and complimented him on progressing youth democracy in the town.

250. Accounts for Payment

A list of the accounts had been circulated by the Clerk who reported that the last 5 items on the list had been paid after the audit and she would arrange for them to be audited on the next occasion.  It was RESOLVED that having been checked by councillor Fran Lewis invoices and direct payments amounting to £25,852.61 plus VAT and payroll amounting to £9,626.30 be approved.

251. Confidential Matters

It was RESOLVED under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff matters now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

252. Private Business

Internal  Auditor

The Internal Auditor, Mrs Lindsey had sent a letter with her terms of engagement for the next year holding her current hourly rate.  It was RESOLVED to agree the appointment of Mrs Lindsey as the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2007/08.

Salary Increments

A confidential list of salary increments from the 1st April 2007 was circulated.  It was noted that cost of living increases had not yet been agreed nationally and would therefore be backdated once agreed but it was RESOLVED to agree the increments as detailed by Contracts of Employment as shown on the attached confidential sheet.

The meeting closed at 9p.m.

JEF – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 24-04-07


