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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

On Tuesday 19th December 2006 at 7.00p.m.

Present

Town Council

Cllr David Bolwell

Cllr Michael Bowen

Cllr Alison Craddock

Cllr Jocelyn Feilding

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Peter Leach (Chairman)

Cllr Fran Lewis

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Philip Sutton

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Members of the public

None.

Apologies

Cllr Paul O’Callaghan, Cllr Martin Sandford 

154. The Chairman reported that he had received a letter of resignation from Cllr Paul O’Callaghan
who was resigning from the Town Council with immediate effect due to other commitments.  It was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to Paul O’Callaghan for his contribution.  It was noted that as less than 6 months was left before the election there would be no need to request a special election.

155. Minutes

It was RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 28th November 2006 were a correct record.

156. Declarations of interest

          There were none.

157.  Matters Arising from the Minutes

 These were all included in the Agenda.

158. Members of the Public

There were none.

159. Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that he had attended the Youth Council meeting, a further meeting with the Chamber of Commerce, a carol service at Lacock, a Standards Board Meeting at West Wiltshire District Council, a meeting of the Rail Users Group and a meeting with the PCT regarding the hospital.

160. Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the undermentioned committees and working groups were noted.

Finance and General Purposes Committee


5th December 2006

Planning and Town Development Committee 


12th December 2006

St Margaret’s Hall Working Group



30th November 2006

161. i) St Margaret’s Hall Working Group

a) It was RESOLVED to agree with the recommendation of the Working Group to budget £1,000 for the provision of a replacement refrigerator in 2007/8.

b) It was RESOLVED to ratify the decision of the Clerk in conjunction with the Working Group to sanction the purchase of a sound-level monitor for £47.

c) It was RESOLVED to ratify the decision of the Clerk in conjunction with the Working Group to instruct the cleaning of the riverside gutters at high level for £450.

ii) Planning Appeal (APP/F3925/A/06/2028090/NWF)

The Clerk advised that the statement and third party representations from the Planning Inspector in connection with our planning appeal against the decision by West Wiltshire District Council not to allow breeze blocked windows to be replaced with cut rubble stone had been received and were available.  Councillor Feilding advised that he had studied the letters and petition enclosed and proposed that a response should be made to the Planning Inspector.  With all in favour, it was RESOLVED to respond to the Planning Inspector commenting that whilst restoration of the windows to their original condition might be considered a better option to some people, it is not the subject of the planning application or appeal as the present use of the building does not suit its original form.  Further to suggest that the statement on the petition could be misleading in that it could imply that all windows, both upper and lower, were to be blocked up, which is not the case.

162. Boats on the River

The recommendation of the Riverside Working Group to make a grant to allow two supervisors to run boats on the river during the next summer was considered, and it was RESOLVED with all in favour to grant £1,000 to the Family Adventure Store whilst indicating that this might not be available in future years and with the details to be agreed by the Riverside and Public Areas Working Group.

163. Economic Development Consultant

It was noted that 3 consultants had submitted proposals which had been considered by the Town Clerk and Councillors Feilding and Sutton who reported to the Planning and Town Development Committee.  The recommendation of the Committee was considered and with 9 in favour and one abstention, it was RESOLVED to appoint Vicky Windsor from Creatrix to progress the work of the economic strategy for a sum of £12,000 half of which is match funding from the Five Towns Initiative.

164. The Vaults

a) Councillor Landell Mills had circulated a paper with options for progressing the exploration of the use of The Vaults.  It was RESOLVED to continue to encourage groups with their individual bids but to wait until planning permission had been received on the Kingston Mill site before taking any action.

b) A letter from John Ward from the Bradford on Avon Tourism Association dated 5th December had been circulated and it was noted that the Council was in no better position to answer the queries than it was when asked previously.  Councillor Lewis suggested that the Tourist Information Office might consider the grant fund ‘Reaching Communities’ which might be of assistance to the Tourist Information Office.  It was RESOLVED that a letter be sent in reply to this effect.

c) Arts Co-ordinator.  Letters had been received since the last meeting from Penny England, the previous Cultural Community Planning champion and from Piers Bizoni, the new Cultural champion, requesting support for the position of an Arts Co-ordinator and enclosing a job description.  Match funding with the Community Planning Co-ordinating Group was requested in the sum of £3,000.  It was RESOLVED that this matter be considered under the budget heading but that a supportive letter be sent and for Piers Bizoni to be asked to make a presentation to the next Leisure Youth & Arts Committee giving more details and particularly advising on accountability of the proposed Co-ordinator.

165. Finance & General Purposes Committee
a) s137 Grants
The recommendations of the committee in respect of grants were considered and it was RESOLVED to grant the following:

Bath & District Cruise Bereavement Care

£300

Bradford on Avon Rotary Club



£103

Friends of Bath & District Samaritans


£500

b) Expenditure against Budget 2006/7

It was noted that there were no particular issues..

166. The Budget 2007/8
a) It was noted that West Wiltshire District Council had corrected the Band D figure for 2007/8, the revised figure being 3924.04.

b) The draft 5 budget as revised at the last Finance & General Purposes committee had been circulated.  After much discussion several motions were put to cut various budget items but the motions were not carried.  It was however RESOLVED to make the following amendments:

Line 121 – CCTV.  With all in favour, it was RESOLVED to cut the budget from £5,000 to nil.

Line 98 – Vaults Consultant.  With all in favour, it was AGREED to change this heading to Arts Co-ordinator and to cut the budget from £5,000 to £3,000.

Line 158 – St Margaret’s Hall Phase 4 development stage and seating.  With 8 in favour and two against, it was RESOLVED to cut the budget from £20,000 to £15,000.

Line 131 – Town Development Consultant.  With 7 in favour and 3 against, it was RESOLVED to reduce the budget from £15,000 to £12,000.

The Chairman proposed that the draft 5 budget with the amendments as agreed, making savings of £15,000, be agreed.  Councillor Lewis seconded and with all in favour it was RESOLVED to agree the draft 5 budget as amended.

167. Local Government White Paper Strong & Prosperous Communities

A summary of the White Paper had been circulated along with an article from the Clerk magazine and a letter from Keith Robinson, from Wiltshire County Council.  Councillor Hewson presented the County Council’s proposal to consider it becoming the Unitary Authority for Wiltshire.  There was some discussion about the need for a large authority to supervise schools, roads etc. and also some reticence for further changes.  It was noted that Councillors had been invited to a meeting at Wiltshire County Council on one of 4 days, the nearest one being on Tuesday, 9th January at County Hall, Trowbridge at 6.30pm.  It was RESOLVED that members should attend this meeting if possible but to make it clear that the Town Council would be preparing its own submissions with a view on the White Paper and would be considering which functions it would like to take responsibility for, separate from the principal authorities.  It was further RESOLVED that this matter be placed on the next Town Council agenda for further discussion.

168. VAT advice
The Clerk reported that the VAT report had not yet been received from LAVAT and she hoped   

that it would be available for the next meeting.

169.  Newsletter February 2007

 The content of the newsletter was generally agreed with the reversal of two photographs in    

 respect of the tennis courts.

170. Health Provision and Hospital Site

i) Councillor Landell Mills reported that she had attended the meeting called by Jeff Osborn, the District Council Health Champion where she made a point that transport provision was of great importance to the people of Bradford on Avon and it was agreed that all towns should be trying to support the same proposal.

ii) The Hospital Site.  Cllr Landell Mills reported that the town bid had been made with regard to the development of the Hospital Site and she was optimistically waiting to hear if that bid had been shortlisted.

171. Correspondence for Consideration

	1)
	Philip Morgan WCC
	Bradford on Avon Community Area Partnership Co-ordinating Group



	
	Minutes of the meeting
	The minutes were noted.

	2)
	WALC news circular dated December 2006 and notification of the annual conference of the Wiltshire Forum of Community Area Partnerships on 27th January 2007 at Community First, Devizes
	It was RESOLVED that members should attend the conference is possible.


172. Correspondence to note

It was RESOLVED that the correspondence as listed was noted.

173. Reports

Councillor Craddock reported that there was a problem with the National Health dentist at the Health Centre in that non-urgent appointments were now anything from 12 to 15 months.  It was AGREED that a letter be sent to the practice asking what standards can be expected under the National Health Service Code.

Councillor Hewson reported with regard to air quality that three options were being considered to reduce nitrogen dioxide issue in Masons Lane.

1) A shuttle traffic light system.

2) Titanium oxide concrete to catalyse the nitrogen dioxide.

3) A traffic management system.

Councillor Bowen reported that he had attended the Wessex Association Chamber of Commerce conference, a meeting of the Wiltshire Police Authority and he had circulated papers regarding a reduction in the grant for PCSOs.  He had attended a Pubwatch meeting and would tomorrow be attending a meeting at John O’Gaunt School to discourage under-age drinking.

Councillor Landell Mills reported that two large lorries were seen going over the Town Bridge and she would like to ask the Town Management Committee to carry out some monitoring and obtain some photographic evidence.

174. Accounts for Payment

It was RESOLVED that having been checked by Councillor Fran Lewis invoices and direct payments amounting to £2,170.87 plus VAT and payroll amounting to £8,429.68 be approved.

The meeting closed at 10pm and was followed by mulled wine and mince pies.

JEF – Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 19-12-06


