MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

held at St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 16th March 2004 at 7.00 pm

Present:

Cllr Michael Bowen (Chairman)

Cllr Jocelyn Feilding

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Martin Sandford

Cllr Philip Sutton (Non Committee Member)

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

1. Apologies

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills 

Cllr P Leach
2. 
Minutes and Matters Arising 

The minutes of the meeting held on 14th October were accepted as a true record. Cllr Bowen confirmed that copies of accounts from the Chamber of Commerce and Tourist Information Office had been obtained.

3. 
Members of the Public
There were no members of the public.

4. 
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest

5.
 
Terms of Reference and Delegated Powers.
As Cllr Sutton had attended the meeting to make representations regarding Delegated Powers, this item was brought forward on the agenda. 

Cllr Sutton presented his view that the Council does not directly elect members of this committee and care should therefore be taken in delegating powers particularly in relation to allocating grants. Several other points were discussed in relation to the Terms of reference and delegated powers document, which had been circulated with the agenda.

A long discussion took place and consideration was given to the possibility of changing the method of membership selection for this committee. Points were made that this was a well-attended committee and changes to recommendations were rarely made.

It was RESOLVED to recommend to the council not to delegate the power of allocating grants and other changes were made to the draft terms of reference, which are attached to these minutes. (Changes shown in bold type).

6.
Receipts & Payments

A list of receipts and payments against budget figures had been circulated. The clerk explained that these figures did not include payments or receipts made in advance for the previous year or for the year to come and did not take account of payments made from earmarked reserves. This accounted for most of the discrepancies and projects such as the Bull Pit would be drawing on budgets from several cost centres as agreed. St Margaret’s Hall was down on budget expenditure due to the closure of the Hall for building work, but costs would also be reduced. The clerk did not anticipate an overspend in total against the whole council budget but this would become clear in the accounts which she would be starting work on at the year end.

It was RESOLVED
To note the report.

7.
Grant applications

The clerk reported that £7000 was in the budget for non specified S 137grants and £2000 was in the Arts Grant budget for the year 2004/05 and £1500 remaining in the Youth Worker budget for 2003/04 (current year). Fourteen grant applications were considered and decisions are recorded on the attached sheet.  The Clerk advised that from May 04, if delegated powers were agreed, the Leisure, Youth & Arts Committee would allocate arts grants in future.

It was RESOLVED
that recommendation be made to the Town Council to grant a total of £2368 under s137 (2004/05), £500 from the Arts budget(2004/05) and £1500 from this years (2003/04)Youth Worker budget also under s137 as detailed in the attached list.

8.
Reports
Cllr Hewson reported that Wiltshire County Council had issued a Highways leaflet implying that they were responsible for the Bull Pit project.

Cllr Bowen reported that the President of Elblag would be visiting West Wiltshire over the next few days.

9.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be on 15th June 2004.

The meeting finished at 9.00 pm.
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