MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

held at St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 15th June 2004 at 7.00 pm

Present:
Cllr Vicky Landell Mills (Chairman)

Cllr Jocelyn Feilding

Cllr Peter Leach

Cllr Paul O’Callaghan

Cllr Martin Sandford

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

1. Apologies

Cllr Michael Bowen

2. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2004 were accepted as a true record.

3. Members of the Public
    There were no members of the public.

4. Declarations of Interest
    None

5. a)Grant applications

The clerk reported that £4,532 was remaining under the budget for grants for the year 2004/05. 13 grant applications were considered and recommendations are recorded on the attached sheet.   £1000 was also available in the ‘grant by power budget’ and one application had been received from this allocation

RESOLVED

that a recommendation be made to the Town Council to grant a total of £2400 under S137 as detailed in the attached list (£300 of which is subject to clarification about the status of the organisations) and £200 from the ‘grant by power’ budget.

b) Correspondence re applications

It was noted that David Johnston had written from Bradford on Avon Scout Group thanking the council for its grant and advising that unfortunately the lottery bid for the roof appeal had not been successful and that he would now be applying to the Llewellen Palmer Trust.

 It was RESOLVED

To reply, expressing concern at the fund raising difficulties and wishing Mr Johnston luck in his new application.

6. Income and Expenditure Draft Accounts 2003/4

a)
The clerk had previously circulated the draft accounts and the internal auditors report. The earmarked reserves were considered and agreed.

It was RESOLVED that the draft accounts as attached could be presented to the town council for approval. 

b) Annual Audit Return- The clerk circulated a copy of the draft annual return, which would be sent to the auditor (Mazars) when completed. The questions to be asked of the council were considered and it was

RESOLVED  to recommend that all questions could all be answered favourably.

7. Receipts and Payments 2004/05

The performance figures against budget for the current year up to the end of May 2004 were circulated prior to the meeting. After some discussion it was noted that figures were  more or less according to budget but that if an election was called for the casual vacancy arising from the death of Cllr Gillham, the costs might be higher than budget. 

It was RESOLVED
To accept the report of the performance against budget to date.


8.  Five Towns Initiative
It was noted that bids made so far were as follows:

Additional warming cupboard

£     250

Toilet renovation -SMH

£     tba

Heritage style lights Town Bridge
£  1,514

Flood lighting Town Bridge

£      tba



Hanging Baskets


£  1,675

Christmas Lights


£  1,000

Total




£  4,439

It was RESOLVED to agree these, with emphasis on the toilet renovation and flood lighting and to recommend to the council that the following items also be considered:

Handrails on Tory

Heritage lighting on Silver Street
Cllr O’Callaghan suggested the handrails on the bridge near Budgens but Cllr Leach advised that the County Council had this in hand but were awaiting the completion of maintenance works before erecting them.

9. Reports

There were no reports and the meeting ended at 8.30 pm.
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